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T                his marks the 25th class of Business North 
Carolina’s Legal Elite, which honors the state’s 

top lawyers as chosen by their peers. 
     Fewer than 1,100 made the list, compared with 
more than 30,000 attorneys regulated by the North 
Carolina State Bar. �ose receiving the most votes in 
each of 17 categories are recognized as Hall of Fame 
members. More than 4,000 attorneys received at least 
one vote.
     We asked the 17 category winners of this 

year’s Legal Elite class to share words of 
wisdom they recall when things get tough. 
Some shared practical guidance, related to 
a speci�c decision or task. Others passed 
on more philosophical words of wisdom 
like “this too will pass” and “don’t borrow 
trouble.”
     �e messages came from both 
familiar sources, such as 
parents, mentors and diverse 
authorities, ranging from �eodore 
Roosevelt to rapper Kendrick Lamar, 
who performed at the most recent 
Super Bowl.
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top lawyers as chosen by their peers. 
     Fewer than 1,100 made the list, compared with 
more than 30,000 attorneys regulated by the North 
Carolina State Bar. �ose receiving the most votes in 
each of 17 categories are recognized as Hall of Fame 
members. More than 4,000 attorneys received at least 
one vote.
     

     Business North Carolina thanks the attorneys who took time to vote on their peers, and we appreciate those who 
participated in this feature.
     Responses have been edited for length and clarity. Previous Hall of Fame members are listed by their �rm at the time 
of selection, unless otherwise noted.
     Business North Carolina contracted DataJoe Research to facilitate an online peer-voting and internet research 
process. DataJoe Research is a Boulder, Colorado-based so�ware and research company specializing in data collection 
and veri�cation, and it conducts various nominations across the nation on behalf of publishers. DataJoe con�rmed that 
each published winner had, at the time of review, a current, active license status with the appropriate state regulatory 
board. If unable to �nd evidence of a lawyer’s active registration with the state regulatory board, that lawyer was 
excluded from the list. In addition, we checked available public sources to identify lawyers disciplined for an infraction 
by the state regulatory board. �ey were excluded from the list. DataJoe presented the tallied results to Business North 
Carolina for its �nal review and adjustments.

By Kevin Ellis
Photography Becky & Bert VanderVeen
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ANTITRUST - COMPLEX 
BUSINESS DISPUTES 

ROBERT KING III
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro
Lawrence C. Moore III
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Michael T. Medford
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

George Sanderson
The Sanderson Law Firm
Raleigh

Gregory L. Skidmore  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Nathan C. Chase Jr.
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Clinton R. Pinyan  
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

Larry S. McDevitt  
The Van Winkle Law Firm
Asheville

APPELLATE

PRESTON O. ODOM III
James, McElroy & Diehl
Charlotte

James W. Kilbourne Jr.
Allen Stahl + Kilbourne
Asheville

Mark J. Prak  
Brooks Pierce
Raleigh

Chris Edwards  
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

Bonnie Lynn Keith
Green Lewis Brisbois
Charlotte

J. Blakely Kiefer  
Wyrick Robbin  
Raleigh

Robert Daniel Gibson  
Davis Hartman Wright Attorneys
New Bern

Jonathan McGirt  
North Carolina Advocates For Justice
Raleigh

Rebecca K. Watts  
Collins Family & Elder Law Group
Monroe

Erik Randall Zimmerman  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Chapel Hill

Michelle Ann Liguori  
Ellis & Winters
Raleigh

M. Duane Jones  
Hedrick Gardner Kincheloe Garofalo
Charlotte

Alexander Dale  
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

David S. Pokela  
Maynard Nexsen
Greensboro

Lorin J. Lapidus
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough
Winston-Salem

Mark Russell
Sigmon Lee Segui
Raleigh

Amie Carol Sivon  
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

Kip David Nelson  
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

Lucy Inman  
Bryson, Harris, Suciu & DeMay
Raleigh

John Korzen  
Wake Forest Law
Winston-Salem

Ryan Y. Park  
McGuireWoods
Raleigh

John R. Wester  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Jill Schnabel Jackson  
Jackson Family Law
Raleigh

Ashley Ann Crowder  
Round 2 Legal
Charlotte

Charles W. Clanton
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Stephen D. Feldman  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Raleigh

Jonathan Y. Ellis  
McGuireWoods
Raleigh

C. Todd Browning  
Browning & Long
Charlotte

Sam J. Ervin IV
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

Tricia Shields  
Campbell University
Raleigh

Charles E. Coble  
Brooks Pierce
Raleigh

D. Martin Warf
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough
Raleigh

Brian C. Bernhardt
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

David C. Hawisher  
Roberts & Stevens Law
Asheville

Daniel F. E. Smith  
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

Jaye Elizabeth Bingham-Hinch
Batten McLamb Smith
Raleigh

Daniel M. Blau  
Blau Hynson Law
Raleigh
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HOMETOWN: Charlotte

UNDERGRAD: UNC Charlotte

LAW SCHOOL: Wake Forest University School of Law, 1988

PRACTICED LAW: 37 years

FAMILY: Wife, Julie Davis, son, Rhyne King, and daughter, Grace King

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: A tie between Texas Pete and sweetpotatoes

FIRST JOB: Delivering newspapers on my bike taught me that I don’t 
want to deliver newspapers on my bike.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Running or walking, depending on the 
condition of my knees; yoga; gardening; doing what my dog tells 
me to do.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: Representing Wake Forest University 
in a wrongful death case, It was an honor to work with the folks 
at that school.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: I was born with few talents, but 
arguing and writing are two of them.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: My screened-in porch, which looks out over 
several acres of woods.

BEST ADVICE: [Brooks Pierce partner] Ed Winslow on writing briefs: 
“No one wants to read what you are writing, so make it as easy as 
possible.”

YOUR BEST ADVICE:  I have stolen Ed’s advice. Also, life and the 
practice of law are diffi cult enough without making things worse by 
being unnecessarily diffi cult and ugly to others. Read every document 
one more time than other people would think rational — you will often 
fi nd mistakes that you missed the fi rst few readings.

BEST WORK HABIT: I start early each day and make sure to tie off 
things like timesheets before the new day really starts.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Less stress, more ice cream

BIGGEST RISK: Concentrating on litigation vs. non-courtroom work. 
I am at heart an introvert and (when young), uncomfortable talking 
publicly; building a career based on dealing with stressful situations in 
front of a crowd is not in my DNA.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: The Who; Talking Heads; the Kinks

FFaFaF vF vFavaFaF vFaF �v�v i�i� titi etet �i�i� n� n��i� n�i� ng� g� ngn� n� g� n� sgsg

Wake Forest University School of Law, 1988

Wife, Julie Davis, son, Rhyne King, and daughter, Grace King
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Running or walking, depending on the 
condition of my knees; yoga; gardening; doing what my dog tells 

Representing Wake Forest University 
in a wrongful death case, It was an honor to work with the folks 

I was born with few talents, but 

My screened-in porch, which looks out over 

[Brooks Pierce partner] Ed Winslow on writing briefs: 
“No one wants to read what you are writing, so make it as easy as 

 I have stolen Ed’s advice. Also, life and the 
practice of law are diffi cult enough without making things worse by 
being unnecessarily diffi cult and ugly to others. Read every document 
one more time than other people would think rational — you will often 
fi nd mistakes that you missed the fi rst few readings.

I start early each day and make sure to tie off 
things like timesheets before the new day really starts.

 Less stress, more ice cream

 Concentrating on litigation vs. non-courtroom work. 
I am at heart an introvert and (when young), uncomfortable talking 
publicly; building a career based on dealing with stressful situations in 

The Who; Talking Heads; the Kinks

ROBERT KING III 
ANTITRUST and COMPLEX BUSINESS DISPUTES

BROOKS PIERCE

GREENSBORO
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Steven Andrew Bader  
Cranfill Sumner
Raleigh

Christopher G. Smith  
Smith Anderson
Raleigh

BANKRUPTCY

LANCE P. MARTIN  
Ward and Smith
Asheville
Andrew J. Kilpinen  
Allen Stahl + Kilbourne
Winston-Salem

Paul Fanning  
Ward and Smith
Winterville

Lisa P. Sumner  
Maynard Nexsen
Raleigh

George M Oliver  
Law Offices Of George Oliver
New Bern

Andrew W. J. Tarr
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Laurie B. Biggs  
Biggs Law Firm
Raleigh

Jack Miller  
Rayburn Cooper & Durham
Charlotte

Glenn Clark Thompson
Hamilton Stephens Steele + Martin
Charlotte

Brian Richard Anderson  
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

Charles N. Anderson Jr.
Ellis & Winters
Raleigh

Stacy C. Cordes  
Cordes Law
Charlotte

Andrew Thomas Houston  
Moon Wright Houston
Charlotte

Joseph Zachary Frost  
Buckmiller Boyette Frost
Raleigh

Jamey Mavis Lowdermilk  
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

Joseph W. Grier III
Grier Wright Martinez
Charlotte

David M. Schilli  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Joseph Jude Vonnegut  
Hutchens Law
Fayetteville

Robert Ashley Mays
Mays Johnson Law
Asheville

Damon Terry Duncan  
Duncan Law 
Greensboro

Michael Leon Martinez  
Grier Wright Martinez
Charlotte

Ben Eisner  
The Law Offices Of George Oliver
New Bern

Ronald D. P. Bruckmann  
Shumaker Loop & Kendrick
Charlotte

Matthew Alexander Winer
Hamilton Stephens Steele + Martin  
Charlotte

John C. Bircher III
Davis Hartman Wright Attorneys
New Bern

Felton E. Parrish  
Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor
Charlotte

Rayford K. Adams III
Spilman Thomas & Battle
Winston-Salem

Ashley S. Rusher  
Blanco Tackabery Attorneys
Winston-Salem

Ashley Lee Hogewood III
K&L Gates
Raleigh

Benson T. Pitts  
Pitts Hay & Hugenschmidt
Asheville

Philip M Sasser  
Sasser Law Firm
Cary

William Howard Kroll  
Everett Gaskins Hancock
Raleigh

Jennifer Lyday  
Waldrep Wall Babcock & Bailey
Winston-Salem

Melanie Raubach
Hamilton Stephens Steele & Martin 
Charlotte

Cole Hayes  
Hayes Law
Charlotte

Kathleen O’Malley  
Stevens Martin Vaughn & Tadych
Raleigh

William E. Brewer Jr.
Sasser Law Firm
Cary

William C. Smith Jr.
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Richard B. Fennell  
James, McElroy & Diehl
Charlotte

Kevin L. Sink  
Waldrep Wall Babcock & Bailey
Raleigh

Alan W. Pope  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Daniel C. Bruton  
Bell Davis & Pitt
Winston-Salem

Brian D. Darer  
Parker Poe
Raleigh

Benjamin Waller
Hendren Redwine & Malone
Raleigh

James  C. Lanik  
Waldrep Wall Babcock & Bailey
Winston Salem
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HOMETOWN: Tallahassee, Florida

UNDERGRAD: Florida State University

LAW SCHOOL: Florida State University School of Law, 1997

PRACTICED LAW:  28 years

FAMILY:  Son, Elijah Odom, daughters, 
Grace and Avery Odom

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Mt. Olive products – I love 
pickled cucumbers, jalapeno peppers, banana peppers 
(hot and mild), okra, red peppers, and pepperoncini.

FIRST JOB: Mowing lawns taught me both the value 
of hard work and the severe nature of my allergies 
to most grasses.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Playing pickleball, walking
or fl atwater kayaking.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: Helping the late Bill Diehl Jr. and John 
Buric represent driver Jeremy Mayfi eld in a drug-testing policy 
dispute against the National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing. 
We managed to persuade U.S. District Court Judge Graham C. Mullen 
to issue a preliminary injunction against NASCAR. 

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER:: A “Street Law” class during my 
sophomore year in high school. I then decided during my junior year 
at Florida State that becoming a lawyer would align with both my 
desire to help people and my aptitude for critical thinking.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: It used to be Cork and Cask in Cornelius, 
which regrettably closed last year. Currently, Pins Mechanical in 
Charlotte.

BEST ADVICE: It’s actually both the best and worst advice I’ve ever 
received: “Remember, there are 24 hours in a day.” The late Bill Diehl Jr.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Love yourself well so you can love others well.

BEST WORK HABIT: Being curious about everything – which 
sometimes spawns wild goose chases, also often fosters favorable 
results for my clients.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Integrating more standard processes in 
my practice to become more effi cient.

BIGGEST RISK: Leaving my former fi rm, James, McElroy & Diehl, after 
nearly 25 years to join my new fi rm, Gardner Skelton, in August.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Run DMC

FFaFaF vF vFavaFaF vFaF �v�v i�i� titi etet �i�i� n� n��i� n�i� ng� g� ngn� n� g� n� sgsgNCNC

Florida State University School of Law, 1997

pickled cucumbers, jalapeno peppers, banana peppers 

Helping the late Bill Diehl Jr. and John 
Buric represent driver Jeremy Mayfi eld in a drug-testing policy 
dispute against the National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing. 
We managed to persuade U.S. District Court Judge Graham C. Mullen 

 A “Street Law” class during my 
sophomore year in high school. I then decided during my junior year 
at Florida State that becoming a lawyer would align with both my 
desire to help people and my aptitude for critical thinking.

It used to be Cork and Cask in Cornelius, 
which regrettably closed last year. Currently, Pins Mechanical in 

It’s actually both the best and worst advice I’ve ever 
received: “Remember, there are 24 hours in a day.” The late Bill Diehl Jr.

Love yourself well so you can love others well.

Being curious about everything – which 
sometimes spawns wild goose chases, also often fosters favorable 

 Integrating more standard processes in 

Leaving my former fi rm, James, McElroy & Diehl, after 
nearly 25 years to join my new fi rm, Gardner Skelton, in August.

PRESTON ODOM III
APPELLATE

GARDNER SKELTON

CHARLOTTE
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Mark M. Harris  
Smith Dickey & Dempster
Fayetteville

Richard Rayburn  
Rayburn Cooper & Durham
Charlotte

Lydia C. Stoney  
Hendren Redwine & Malone
Charlotte

Lily Faulconer  
Ward and Smith
Winterville

Trey Rayburn  
McGuireWoods
Charlotte

David R. Badger  
David R Badger 
Charlotte

James B. Angell  
Atkins Angell & Davis
Raleigh

Paul Rudd Baynard
Offit Kurman Attorneys At Law
Charlotte

Dirk W. Siegmund
Ivey, McClellan, Siegmund,
Brumbaugh & McDonough 
Greensboro

Algernon L. Butler III
Butler & Butler
Wilmington

Chip Ford
Parker Poe
Charlotte

Luis Manuel Lluberas  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

BUSINESS

BRIAN MCMILLAN
Brooks Pierce  
Greensboro
Nick Kendall  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

David Scott Rugani
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

J. Dickson McLean  
Block Crouch Keeter Behm & 
Sayed
Wilmington

Philip S. Chubb  
Shumaker Loop & Kendrick
Charlotte

Matthew Jones  
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

Catherine A. Barnes  
James, McElroy & Diehl
Charlotte

Carolyn P. Meade  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

David K. Liggett  
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

Joshua J. Otto  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Ryan W. Coffield  
Coffield Heedy Kilgore
Asheville

Caroline Wannamaker Sink  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Patrick S. Bryant  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Lonnie M. Player Jr.
Player Mclean
Fayetteville

Katie M. Ertmer  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Elizabeth E. Lane  
McGuireWoods & Bissette
Asheville

Fred Parker  
Gardner Skelton
Charlotte

Robert B. Womble
K&L Gates
Raleigh

Scott Jackson  
Maynard Nexsen
Greensboro

Curtis C. Brewer IV
Smith Anderson
Raleigh

Matthew S. Black  
Pinna Johnston & Burwell
Raleigh

Adam Beaudoin  
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

Jonathan Jenkins
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

Dorothy Bass Burch  
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

Thomas Duke Ricks
Alexander Ricks
Charlotte

Michael Burger  
NC PLanning
Cary

Fred D. Hutchison  
Hutchison
Raleigh

Hilton T. Hutchens Jr.
Hutchens Law 
Fayetteville

Thomas C. Watkins
Schell Bray
Greensboro

Matthew R. Joyner
Bishop Dulaney Joyner Abner
Charlotte

William P. Bray  
Bray & Long
Charlotte

Robert E. Futrell Jr.
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Paul A. Steffens  
Troutman Pepper Locke
Charlotte

Robert D. Kidwell  
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

J. Scott Flowers  
Hutchens Law Firm
Fayetteville

Ross Fulton  
Rayburn Cooper & Durham
Charlotte

Richard Crow  
Ward and Smith
Wilmington
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HOMETOWN: Chauvin, Louisiana

UNDERGRAD: Spring Hill College (Mobile, Alabama)

LAW SCHOOL: Tulane Law School, 1995

PRACTICED LAW: 31 years

FAMILY: Married to Anne Conquest for 30 years and two sons, 
Max and Leo

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: East Fork Pottery because Rice 
Krispies really pop in their bowls.

FIRST JOB: My dad was a crane operator for a drilling 
company in Louisiana and got me a summer job as a 
deckhand on a 65-foot crew boat moving personnel and 
supplies to rigs in the Gulf of Mexico. I learned how to tie 
knots, swab decks, navigate in fog and fend off roughnecks 
eager to haze a future “college boy.”

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Long walks

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: Representing victims of Hal 
Brown, who played the bongo drums for Up With People, then 
ran a Ponzi scheme in Biltmore Forest before taking residence 
at a federal prison in Talladega, Alabama. Talk about a life in full.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: I was a liberal arts major 
in college. To paraphrase Robert Frost, when I graduated, two 
roads diverged in the woods. I took the one more traveled. 
Also, I liked the TV show “LA Law.”

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Asheville

BEST ADVICE: Omit needless words. From “The Elements of 
Style” by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Prioritize your spouse’s career over your 
own.

BEST WORK HABIT:  I fi nish each workday with an empty 
email inbox. Most of the time, I can delete all my unread emails 
without consequence.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: A substantial increase in salary 
and reduction in billable hours based on receiving this honor.

BIGGEST RISK: I know people do it all the time, but moving 
from New Orleans to Greenville (North Carolina) in 1999.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: The Cure and I have the 
eyeliner stains to prove it.
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LANCE PAUL MARTIN
BANKRUPTCY

Ward and Smith

ASHEVILLE
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Rob Rust
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Glen E. Caplan  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Chapel Hill

Stephen M. Bennett  
Arnold & Smith
Charlotte

Jonathon Adam Martin 
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson 
Chapel Hill

Joseph W. Norman
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Dominic Totman  
Cranfill Sumner
Raleigh

Matt Villmer
Villmer Caudill
Charlotte

Christie A. Hartinger  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Sophia Pappalardo
Villmer Caudill
Charlotte

Jacob A. Johnson  
Robertson & Associates
Charlotte

Patrick T. Strubbe
Womble Bond Dickinson
Charlotte

Scott Cooper  
Rayburn Cooper & Durham
Charlotte

W. Scott Jones  
Searson, Jones, Gottschalk & Cash 
Asheville

Richard C. Stephenson  
Stephenson Law
Cary

Steven Carr  
Ellinger & Carr
Raleigh

Marshall Wall  
Cranfill Sumner
Raleigh

Cory Andrew Rayborn 
Tuggle Duggins
Greensboro

Jeffrey R. Wolfe  
Davis Hartman Wright Attorneys
New Bern

Katherine Kliebert  
Kliebert Law
Charlotte

Grant Sigmon  
Sigmon Klein Bennington
Greensboro

Jesse Hofers Jones
Fourscore Business Law
Raleigh

Peter Singh  
Fourscore Business Law
Raleigh

CONSTRUCTION

CARL J. BURCHETTE
Rosenwood Rose & Litwak
Charlotte
Kevin J. Stanfield  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Jeffrey Kendal Stahl  
Allen Stahl + Kilbourne
Asheville

Jon P. Carroll  
Gardner Skelton
Charlotte

Christopher K. Behm  
Block Crouch Keeter Behm & Sayed
Wilmington

B. David Carson  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Nancy Stewart Litwak  
Rosenwood Rose & Litwak
Charlotte

Evan Musselwhite
Ward and Smith
Raleigh

Gary J. Welch  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Keith E. Coltrain  
Wall Templeton Haldrup
Raleigh

Matthew C. Bouchard  
Poyner Spruill
Raleigh

Judson A. Welborn  
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Robert Jason Herndon  
NC DRC Certified Mediator
Raleigh

Rebecca Ann Knudson  
Cranfill Sumner
Wilmington

Jonathan Massell  
Maynard Nexsen
Raleigh

Carmela Mastrianni
Hamilton Stephens Steele + Martin 
Charlotte

W. James Johnson  
Mays Johnson Law
Asheville

Robert L. Burchette
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Steele B. Windle III
Windle | Terry | Bimbo
Charlotte

John T. Benjamin Jr.
Office Of John T Benjamin Jr.
Raleigh

John M. Nunnally
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

Daniel G. Katzenbach  
Cranfill Sumner
Raleigh

Andrew S. Culicerto
Shumaker Loop & Kendrick
Charlotte

Bryan G. Scott  
Baker Donelson
Winston-Salem

Steven Allen Bimbo
Windle | Terry | Bimbo
Charlotte

Kevin Anthony Marshall  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Dave Levy  
Gardner Skelton
Charlotte

Joseph W. Moss  Jr.
Maynard Nexsen
Charlotte

Scott M. Tyler  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

David C. Kimball  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

John Thomas Floyd
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Whitaker Boykin Rose  
Rosenwood Rose & Litwak
Charlotte

Benjamin Thomas Buskirk  
Poyner Spruill
Raleigh

Adam Reese Denobriga
James Denobriga
Charlotte

Jeffrey M. Reichard  
Maynard Nexsen
Greensboro

William W. Pollock
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

John I. Mabe Jr.
Maynard Nexsen
Raleigh

Gilbert C. Laite III
Williams Mullen
Raleigh

Mark Hamlet  
Hamlet Law
Wilmington

Eric H. Biesecker  
Maynard Nexsen
Greensboro
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HOMETOWN: Manhattan Beach, California

UNDERGRAD: University of Denver

LAW SCHOOL: UCLA School of Law, 1996

PRACTICED LAW: 29 years

FAMILY: Wife, Caroline, three stepchildren, Alexandra, Harrison and 
Carter

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: “Fall”—I grew up in southern California 
and never really experienced the season until I moved to North 
Carolina. I love the colors of fall. I hate cleaning up the leaves.

FIRST JOB: Assistant buyer for Case Goods, a 15-store chain in 
southern California, dealing with furniture. Buyers run their own 
businesses within the larger store business, and so that job taught 
me every aspect of running a business: inventory control and 
purchasing, advertising, staffi ng, cost control.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Walking in the woods with 
my dog, Daisy.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: NCDOT v. 74 Holdings, et al. It was an 
eminent domain case in Brunswick County. NCDOT offered our 
client $140,000. The jury gave us $2.6 million plus interest.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: After working in sales and 
marketing for eight years, I wanted a different intellectual challenge.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Wrightsville Beach

BEST ADVICE: My father: “Success” equals achieving to the best 
of your abilities; accomplishing as much as you have the ability 
to accomplish; and working as hard as necessary to achieve your 
potential.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Do not worry about things or people that you 
can’t control.

BEST WORK HABIT: Attention to detail.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Involve the fi rm’s associates more 
to try and pass my expertise in a couple of niche areas to the 
next generation.

BIGGEST PROFESSIONAL RISK YOU’VE TAKEN: At age 36, I left 
a job where I was successful and making a signifi cant amount of 
money to attend law school and change careers.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Loggins & Messina or the Eagles.

BRIAN J. McMILLAN
BUSINESS

BROOKS PIERCE

GREENSBORO
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Allen L. West  
Hamilton Stephens Steele & Martin 
Charlotte

Ward Davis
Bell Davis & Pitt
Charlotte

W. James Johnson
Mays Johnson Law
Asheville

Jeffrey Anderson
Long James Denobriga Long
Charlotte

Jason Strickland  
Ward and Smith
Raleigh

Ryan Lee Beaver  
Bradley
Charlotte

Brian M. Rowlson
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings
Charlotte

Aaron Lay  
Hamilton Stephens Steele & Martin 
Charlotte

Benjamin C. DeCelle  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Steven C. Hemric  
Spilman Thomas & Battle
Winston-Salem

Alexandra E. Ferri  
Ward and Smith
Raleigh

Melissa Dewey Brumback  
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

James Shelton Derrick  
Womble Bond Dickinson
Charlotte

David A. Senter  
Maynard Nexsen
Raleigh

David S. Coats  
Bailey & Dixon
Raleigh

Jay M. Wilkerson  
Conner Gwyn Schenck
Raleigh

Donald R. Pocock  
Akerman
Winston-Salem

Adrianne Huffman Chillemi  
Parker Poe
Charlotte

Walt Rapp  
McAngus Goudelock & Courie
Asheville

Mitzi Riana Smith  
Smith Bowers
Raleigh

Brian E. Wolfe  
Wolfe Gunst & Hinson
Charlotte

Scott C. Harris  
Bryson Harris Suciu & DeMay
Raleigh

R. Lee Robertson Jr.
Robertson & Associates
Charlotte

Edward Aubin Jesson  
Jesson & Rains PLLC
Charlotte

Jeff Stoddard  
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

CORPORATE COUNSEL

JANET B. THOREN  
North Carolina Real Estate 
Commission  Raleigh
Kenneth B. Hammer  
Campbell University
Raleigh

Matthew A. Cordell
Lawyers Mutual Liability Insurance 
Cary

Stuart Hale Russell  
Truliant Federal Credit Union
Winston-Salem

Fred Bauer  
Window World
North Wilkesboro

Jennifer Venable  
Capitol Broadcasting
Raleigh

Clara Cottrell  
BASF Corp. 
Research Triangle Pk

Dan Tracey  
Bryant Corp
Raleigh

Alexander R. Atchison  
SanStone Health & Rehabilitation
Raleigh

Lee Hodge  
Ward and Smith
New Bern

CORPORATE LAW

MARC D. BISHOP
Brooks Pierce 
Greensboro
Megan Farley  
Allen Stahl + Kilbourne
Asheville

Sheldon M. Stokes
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Vincent D. Childress Jr.
Roberts & Stevens
Asheville

Stephen P. Gennett II
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

William Clark Isenhour  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

April Epley Kight  
Schell Bray
Greensboro

Thomas I. Lyon  
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

M. Heath Gilbert Jr.
Baucom Claytor Benton Morgan & 
Wood  Charlotte

Jeffrey J. Owen  
McGuire Wood & Bissette
Asheville

Christopher Kouri  
Maynard Nexsen
Charlotte
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Fav�ite �ingsNC

HOMETOWN: Charlotte

UNDERGRAD: University of Alabama

LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 2014

PRACTICED LAW: 11 years

FAMILY: Wife, Katie Burchette, daughter, Clara, 4, and son, Jack, 1 

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Texas Pete tastes great on everything. 
North Carolina barbecue — making it, visiting the restaurants and 
eating it with friends — reminds me of home and family.

FIRST JOB: Working as a laborer for Crowder Construction in Charlotte 
taught me the value of hard work and the teamwork required on a 
construction project.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Fly fi shing in the mountains.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: I tried a case that resulted in a settlement 
prior to jury deliberation. We were able to have six members of the 
jury come back, sit in the box, and have them deliberate in front of all 
attorneys and the judge on the major issues and give us feedback. We 
then had the judge give us feedback. It was a learning experience on 
what worked and didn’t work at trial.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER:: Growing up in a family full of 
attorneys, I saw the value an attorney can bring in helping clients solve 
problems. I really enjoy helping clients at all stages, particularly when 
negotiating and drafting contracts with the benefi t of having litigated 
the issues you’re trying to avoid. 

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Asheville

BEST ADVICE: Don’t borrow trouble. I grew up hearing it from my 
parents. It’s a reminder to focus on the issues in front of you that you 
can control or work to solve.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Tom Hanks said, “This too shall pass.” Give 
yourself grace to understand tough times in a case or in life will pass. 
Take advantage of the times when work is slow, and celebrate even the 
little victories you or others experience.

BEST WORK HABIT: Taking a walk around the block to get up, move 
and clear my head.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Pick key times during the work day to 
check emails.

BIGGEST RISK:  Joining a small fi rm my partners started. 

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Red Hot Chili Peppers.

CARL JEFFRESS BURCHETTE
CONSTRUCTION

ROSENWOOD, ROSE & LITWAK

CHARLOTTE

F

North Carolina barbecue — making it, visiting the restaurants and 

Working as a laborer for Crowder Construction in Charlotte 
taught me the value of hard work and the teamwork required on a 

 I tried a case that resulted in a settlement 
prior to jury deliberation. We were able to have six members of the 
jury come back, sit in the box, and have them deliberate in front of all 
attorneys and the judge on the major issues and give us feedback. We 
then had the judge give us feedback. It was a learning experience on 

 Growing up in a family full of 
attorneys, I saw the value an attorney can bring in helping clients solve 
problems. I really enjoy helping clients at all stages, particularly when 
negotiating and drafting contracts with the benefi t of having litigated 

Don’t borrow trouble. I grew up hearing it from my 
parents. It’s a reminder to focus on the issues in front of you that you 

yourself grace to understand tough times in a case or in life will pass. 
Take advantage of the times when work is slow, and celebrate even the 

Taking a walk around the block to get up, move 

Pick key times during the work day to 

CARL JEFFRESS BURCHETTE
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Paul Joseph McAdams
Baker Donelson
Winston-Salem

Sarah M. Rozek  
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

Evan K. Auberry
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

Larry E. Robbins  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Byron B. Kirkland
Smith Anderson Law   
Raleigh

W. Berry Trice  
Murchison Taylor & Gibson
Wilmington

Sean M. Jones  
K & L Gates
Charlotte

John N. Fleming  
McGuireWoods & Bissette
Asheville

Joseph J. Santaniello  
Shumaker Loop & Kendrick
Charlotte

Jennifer Weaver  
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Chadwick I. McCullen  
Young Moore And Henderson
Raleigh

Christopher Poe  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Chris Clark  
Clark.Law
Cornelius

Elizabeth S. Brewington  
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

William B. Gwyn Jr.
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

G. William Joyner III
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
Winston-Salem

Galen G. Craun III
Bell Davis & Pitt
Winston-Salem

Kevin D. Israel  
Venture Law Firm
Raleigh

Annalise F. Perry  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

C. Cowden Rayburn 
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Andrew D. Steffensen  
Schell Bray
Greensboro

CRIMINAL

JOSEPH E. ZESZOTARSKI JR.
Gammon Howard Zeszotarski
Raleigh

David G. Budd II 
Offices Of David G Budd
Asheville

Christopher C. Fialko  
Fialko Law
Charlotte

C. Melissa “Missy” Owen  
Tin Fulton Walker & Owen
Charlotte

Jones Pharr Byrd Jr.
Bell Davis & Pitt
Winston-Salem

F. Hill Allen  
Tharrington Smith
Raleigh

W. Rob Heroy  
Goodman Carr
Charlotte

Tony Scheer  
Rawls Scheer Clary & Mingo
Charlotte

Christophe Anthony Beechler
Beechler Tomberlin
Winston-Salem

Tee Leitner  
Leitner Bragg & Griffin
Monroe

Tim Cannady  
Leitner Bragg & Griffin
Monroe

John P. O’Hale
John P O’Hale
Smithfield

Christian E. Dysart  
Maynard Nexsen
Raleigh

Roger W. Smith Jr.
Tharrington Smith
Raleigh

Robert O’Hale  
Greensboro NC Law
Greensboro

Bill Powers  
Powers Law Firm
Charlotte

Christine Elizabeth Clarke-Peckham
Office Of Chrissy Clarke Peckham
Charlotte

Christon Stephanie Halkiotis
Office Of Christon S Halkiotis
Greensboro

Ryan Willis  
Ryan Willis Law 
Raleigh

Raymond Tarlton
Tarlton Law
Raleigh

Adam AJ Hauser II
Mecklenburg County Public 
Defender’s Office  Charlotte

Kristen Dewar  
Minick Law
Asheville

Kasi Wahlers Robinson  
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

James Austin Davis
Davis & Davis Attorneys at Law
Salisbury

Christopher R. Clifton
Grace Tisdale Clifton
Winston-Salem

Joel Hart Miles Jr.
Cheshire Parker Schneider
Raleigh

Andrew C. Clifford
Clifford & Harris
Greensboro

Tanisha Palvia  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

George V. Laughrun III
Goodman Carr Laughrun Levine & 
Green   Charlotte
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Fav�ite �ingsNC

HOMETOWN: Fayetteville

UNDERGRAD: Pembroke State University

LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 1988

PRACTICED LAW: 37 years

FAMILY: Husband, Bruce Crisp, daughter Kristine, son Zach, 
stepsons Austin and Logan. Dogs Bailey and Easton.

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Carolina Hurricanes. My son and stepsons played 
hockey in various leagues and travel leagues and all three played in college. 
I’ve spent a lot of very early mornings in some very cold ice rinks.

FIRST JOB: Making and dishing out soft-serve yogurt at a little stand in Fayetteville. 
I learned a lot about customer service and solving problems because the machines 
broke down a lot. Most of the time I was working alone. Those are the times you learn 
the best and the most.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: It’s hard to be stressed when you get outside, look around 
and feel a little sunshine.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: A broker allowed a tenant to move into a property without 
permission from the absent owner, an older woman. The owner found out when the 
neighbors started gossiping because he had moved a heart-shaped jacuzzi onto the 
property. She was embarrassed to think her neighbors thought the jacuzzi was hers. 
She drove to Raleigh to personally thank me.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: I was a business major and when my business 
law class ended, the professor gifted me with the LSAT prep course materials. He 
pointed me in a direction, and I followed the path all the way.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: It became a dream for us to build a house on Lake Gaston. 
We moved in last year, and I wouldn’t trade it for anything. The sunsets are amazing, 
and it’s hard to be stressed when you can grab dinner and go out on the lake for a 
few hours.

BEST ADVICE: A partner in the fi rm I worked for, Doug Hargrave, taught me early 
on that being the most prepared person in the room equalizes the competition, no 
matter how well-known or how long they have been practicing.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: You only learn from your mistakes. Own them when you make 
them and fi x things. They are there to teach you.

BEST WORK HABIT: Always over prepare. 

BIGGEST RISK: I left private practice and went to work for the Real Estate Commission. 
I wanted a better work-life balance, but worried it would box me in. I was wrong. It’s so 
much more than real estate. It’s employment law, open records, open meetings, tax 
law, insurance, contracts, timeshares, legislative issues, education laws, environmental 
laws. On any given day, I need to know at least a little about a lot of things.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: The Rolling Stones and Bruce Springsteen 
still top my list.

JANET THOREN
CORPORATE COUNSEL

NORTH CAROLINA REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

RALEIGH
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Carolina Hurricanes. My son and stepsons played 
hockey in various leagues and travel leagues and all three played in college. 

 Making and dishing out soft-serve yogurt at a little stand in Fayetteville. 
I learned a lot about customer service and solving problems because the machines 
broke down a lot. Most of the time I was working alone. Those are the times you learn 

It’s hard to be stressed when you get outside, look around 

 A broker allowed a tenant to move into a property without 
permission from the absent owner, an older woman. The owner found out when the 
neighbors started gossiping because he had moved a heart-shaped jacuzzi onto the 
property. She was embarrassed to think her neighbors thought the jacuzzi was hers. 

 I was a business major and when my business 
law class ended, the professor gifted me with the LSAT prep course materials. He 

It became a dream for us to build a house on Lake Gaston. 
We moved in last year, and I wouldn’t trade it for anything. The sunsets are amazing, 
and it’s hard to be stressed when you can grab dinner and go out on the lake for a 

A partner in the fi rm I worked for, Doug Hargrave, taught me early 
on that being the most prepared person in the room equalizes the competition, no 

You only learn from your mistakes. Own them when you make 

 I left private practice and went to work for the Real Estate Commission. 
I wanted a better work-life balance, but worried it would box me in. I was wrong. It’s so 
much more than real estate. It’s employment law, open records, open meetings, tax 
law, insurance, contracts, timeshares, legislative issues, education laws, environmental 
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Aaron Michael Goforth  
Hatch Little Bunn
Raleigh

William Gray Smith
Mason Mason and Smith
Wilmington

Parker S. Lucas  
Lucas & Lucas
Kenly

Sean P. Devereux  
Devereux Banzhoff
Asheville

Thomas R. Sallenger  
Sallenger Law
Wilson

Myron T. Hill Jr.
Hill Law Firm
Greenville

Paul K. Sun Jr.
Ellis & Winters
Raleigh

William D. Young IV
Hatch Little Bunn
Raleigh

Amos Tyndall  
Parry Law
Chapel Hill

Christopher A. Connelly  
Office of Christopher A Connelly
Charlotte

Noell P. Tin  
Tin Fulton Walker & Owen
Charlotte

Robert A. Blake Jr.
Wyatt & Blake
Charlotte

Jan E. Pritchett  
Schlosser & Pritchett
Greensboro

Edwin L. West III
Brooks Pierce
Raleigh

Brian S. Cromwell  
Parker Poe
Charlotte

N. Paxton Butler  
Davis & Davis Attorneys At Law
Salisbury

Berryman J. Fitzhugh III
Sandman Finn & Fitzhugh
Raleigh

Anna Elizabeth Smith Felts  
Law Offices Of Anna Smith Felts
Raleigh

Edd K. Roberts III
Roberts Law Office
Raleigh

James Bradley Smith  
James B Smith
Charlotte

James F. Rutherford
James Rutherford Attorney at Law 
Wilmington

James Thomas Amburgey  
Amburgey Law
Asheville

James Prescott Little  
Hatch Little Bunn
Raleigh

Patrick B. Weede  
Weede Law
Raleigh

Grayson Cheek  
Wilmington Personal Injury
Wilmington

Diane DePietropaolo Price
Olsinski Injury Family and Criminal 
Lawyer  Charlotte

Patrick Melton Mincey  
Cranfill Sumner
Wilmington

Thomas Taylor Manning  
Manning Law Firm
Raleigh

Stephen Lacy Cash  
Searson Jones Gottschalk & Cash
Asheville

Aaron D. Bates  
Bates Law
Wadesboro

William Scott Harkey
Harkey Law
Winston-Salem

Aaron R. Lee  
Lee & Lee Law Firm
Huntersville

Emily Jones Queen
Burney & Jones
Wilmington

Blake J. Spale  
The Shotwell Law Group
Wilmington

Eli Timberg  
Rawls Scheer Clary & Mingo
Charlotte

Ryan Stowe  
Stowe Law
Salisbury

M. Rashad Moore
Moore Law Group
Graham

Sharon E. Dunmore
Triad Legal Group
Greensboro

Daniel D. Adams  
Brooks Pierce
Charlotte

Shana LaVerne Fulton  
Brooks Pierce
Raleigh

Thomas Courtland Manning
Manning Law
Raleigh

Bradford F. Icard  
The Icard Law
Charlotte

David T. Courie  
Beaver Courie Law
Fayetteville

Elizabeth Freeman Greene  
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings
Charlotte

Deno Thomas Frangakis
Williford Crenshaw Boliek & Frangakis
Fayetteville

Jason C. St. Aubin  
Marcilliat & Mills
Charlotte

Michael Dowling  
Dowling
Raleigh

Doug Edwards  
Edwards Law
Asheville

Daniel Allen Harris
Clifford & Harris
Greensboro
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Fav�ite �ingsNC

HOMETOWN: Chapel Hill

UNDERGRAD: UNC Chapel Hill

LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 1984

PRACTICED LAW: 41 years

FAMILY: Wife, Diane, adult children, Scott and Sarah

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: My formative years, ages 9 to 24, 
were spent in Chapel Hill, which exposed me to experiences and 
opportunities I otherwise would not have been exposed to, much 
less explored.

FIRST JOB: Weekend dishwasher and busboy at Ye Olde Waffl e Shop taught 
me I should pursue work that was more mental than physical in its demands.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Running for many years, and tennis for 
many more.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: Three years out of law school, represented 
the seller in a large, complicated business sale transaction that was planned, 
negotiated and closed over a period of about one year. I still consider it to 
have been one of the most intense transactions I’ve ever handled. After 38 
years, the client is still with our fi rm.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: It matched my relative strengths:
writing, reasoning and counseling.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Chapel Hill

BEST ADVICE: “Go to law school.” My father’s immediate response during 
my junior year when I was debating law school or business school.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Pursue a variety of relationships and activities that 
are meaningful to you. They will make your life more fulfi lling and help you 
become a more effective lawyer.

BEST WORK HABIT: Trying to put myself in the shoes of the client in all 
communications, and being proactive in trying to stay current on all client 
matters, large and small, so as to reduce the risk of falling behind when 
unexpected matters arise.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Work on developing a clearer plan regarding 
“retirement,” whatever form that might take and whenever that might occur.

BIGGEST RISK: At the time, it felt like a risk joining Brooks Pierce straight 
after law school. I clerked with two other fi rms that had extended permanent 
offers. I had less fi rsthand knowledge of Brooks Pierce and less confi dence 
that I would meet the fi rm’s expectations.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: The Who

MARC BISHOP
CORPORATE LAW

BROOKS PIERCE

GREENSBORO
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My formative years, ages 9 to 24, 
were spent in Chapel Hill, which exposed me to experiences and 
opportunities I otherwise would not have been exposed to, much 

Weekend dishwasher and busboy at Ye Olde Waffl e Shop taught 
me I should pursue work that was more mental than physical in its demands.

Running for many years, and tennis for 

Three years out of law school, represented 
the seller in a large, complicated business sale transaction that was planned, 
negotiated and closed over a period of about one year. I still consider it to 
have been one of the most intense transactions I’ve ever handled. After 38 

It matched my relative strengths:

 “Go to law school.” My father’s immediate response during 
my junior year when I was debating law school or business school.

Pursue a variety of relationships and activities that 
are meaningful to you. They will make your life more fulfi lling and help you 

Trying to put myself in the shoes of the client in all 
communications, and being proactive in trying to stay current on all client 
matters, large and small, so as to reduce the risk of falling behind when 

Work on developing a clearer plan regarding 
“retirement,” whatever form that might take and whenever that might occur.

At the time, it felt like a risk joining Brooks Pierce straight 
after law school. I clerked with two other fi rms that had extended permanent 
offers. I had less fi rsthand knowledge of Brooks Pierce and less confi dence 
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EMPLOYMENT

MARC E. GUSTAFSON
Bell Davis & Pitt
Charlotte
Robert C. Carpenter  
Allen Stahl + Kilbourne
Asheville

Sabrina P. Rockoff  
McGuireWoods & Bissette
Asheville

G. Bryan Adams III
Van Hoy Reutlinger Adams Pierce 
Charlotte

Jonathan Tristram Coffin  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Kelly Margolis Dagger  
Ellis & Winters
Raleigh

David E. Stevens  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

T. Cullen Stafford  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

X. Lightfoot  
Ward and Smith
Raleigh

D. Beth Langley  
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

Andrew K. McVey  
Murchison Taylor & Gibson
Wilmington

Daniel J. Palmieri  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Joshua Reed Van Kampen  
Van Kampen Law
Charlotte

Tamara Lynn Huckert  
Strianese Huckert
Charlotte

Bridget A. Blinn-Spears  
Maynard Nexsen
Raleigh

Linda Nicole Patino
Law Offices Of L Nicole Patino
Greensboro

Kathleen N. Worm  
Worm Law
Raleigh

Benton Louis Toups
Cranfill Sumner
Wilmington

Angelique R. Vincent  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Laura Noble
The Noble Law
Charlotte

Caleb J. Holloway  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Jessica Thaller-Moran  
Brooks Pierce
Raleigh

Kristen E. Finlon  
Gardner Skelton
Charlotte

Patrick E. Kelly  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Karin M. McGinnis  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Frederick M. Thurman Jr.
Shumaker Loop & Kendrick
Charlotte

Brian Clarke  
Van Kampen Law
Charlotte

Christine Mayhew
Oak City Law
Durham

William S. Cherry III
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Sarah Hayward Negus  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Murphy Horne Fletcher  
McGuireWoods & Bissette
Asheville

Ashley L. Felton  
Michael Best & Friedrich
Raleigh

Avery Locklear  
Ward and Smith
Raleigh

Dawn M. Dillon  
Young Moore And Henderson
Raleigh

Theresa M. Sprain  
Baker Donelson
Raleigh

Mimi Soule  
Soule Employment Law 
Raleigh

Katie Weaver Hartzog  
Hartzog Law Group
Raleigh

Kelly S. Hughes  
Ogletree Deakins Law
Charlotte

Kevin M. Ceglowski
Smith Anderson Law
Raleigh

Kevin Patrick Murphy  
Herrmann Murphy
Charlotte

Amy E. Puckett  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Devon Williams  
Ward and Smith
Raleigh

Katie D. B. Burchette
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Jennifer Diane Spyker  
Tin Fulton Walker & Owen
Charlotte

Tory I. Summey  
Parker Poe
Charlotte

Virginia M. Wooten  
Ogletree Deakins Nash Smoak & 
Stewart  Charlotte

Liz Vennum  
Hull & Chandler
Charlotte

Zachary S. Anstett  
Parker Poe
Raleigh

Alice Y. Magnuson  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Cecil Harrison  
Poyner Spruill
Raleigh

Kenneth P. Carlson Jr.
Constangy Brooks Smith Prophete
Winston-Salem

Julian H. Wright Jr.
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

J. Heyd tPhilbeck  
Bailey & Dixon
Raleigh

Jonathan Wall
Higgins Benjamin
Greensboro

Kathleen K. Lucchesi
Jackson Lewis PC
Raleigh

Wood W. Lay  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

L. Michelle Gessner  
GessnerLaw
Charlotte

Danae Woodward  
Woodward Woodward
Charlotte
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HOMETOWN: Green Brook, New Jersey

UNDERGRAD: Muhlenberg College 
(Allentown, Pennsylvania)

LAW SCHOOL: Wake Forest, 1994

PRACTICED LAW: 31 years

FAMILY: Wife Dana, daughters Anne and Amelia, dog Ted.

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Bertie County peanuts salted in 
the shell. Good and good for you.

FIRST JOB: Laborer for a plumbing company

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: My doctor would want me to say 
exercise, but red wine is probably more accurate.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: Tie between representing my law partner 
in the NC Supreme Court when the district attorney fi led a petition to try to force 
disclosure of what his deceased client had told him in a murder investigation. (I 
lost.) Also, representing Dr. Jeffrey MacDonald in the Fourth Circuit on a habeas 
corpus petition to overturn his convictions for the murder 
of his family that took place in 1970 (I lost). I guess I learn more from the losses 
than the wins.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER:: I ask myself that question most every day.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Back porch of our family’s condo at Atlantic Beach. 

BEST ADVICE: Seeing my father work multiple jobs for meager pay on 
days, nights and weekends in an effort to support a large family. It leaves an 
impression on a young person.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: I stole this from (the late Sampson County attorney and 
judge) Doug Parsons. I remind (almost) every criminal defendant client who 
wants to testify at trial, “I can probably explain this to the jury better than you can 
— that is why you hired a lawyer.”

BEST WORK HABIT: My motto is that no one ever drowned 
in sweat.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Resuming my sorry golf game after a 15 year 
or so hiatus.

BIGGEST RISK: Leaving a comfortable partnership at a great fi rm to start my 
own fi rm, when I had a small child and a pregnant spouse.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: That is easy for someone who grew up in New 
Jersey – Bruce Springsteen.

JOE ZESZOTARSKI
CRIMINAL

GAMMON & ZESZOTARSKI

RALEIGH
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Wife Dana, daughters Anne and Amelia, dog Ted.

Bertie County peanuts salted in 

 My doctor would want me to say 

Tie between representing my law partner 
in the NC Supreme Court when the district attorney fi led a petition to try to force 
disclosure of what his deceased client had told him in a murder investigation. (I 
lost.) Also, representing Dr. Jeffrey MacDonald in the Fourth Circuit on a habeas 
corpus petition to overturn his convictions for the murder 
of his family that took place in 1970 (I lost). I guess I learn more from the losses 

 I ask myself that question most every day.

Back porch of our family’s condo at Atlantic Beach. 

 Seeing my father work multiple jobs for meager pay on 
days, nights and weekends in an effort to support a large family. It leaves an 

I stole this from (the late Sampson County attorney and 
judge) Doug Parsons. I remind (almost) every criminal defendant client who 
wants to testify at trial, “I can probably explain this to the jury better than you can 

My motto is that no one ever drowned 

Resuming my sorry golf game after a 15 year 

 Leaving a comfortable partnership at a great fi rm to start my 
own fi rm, when I had a small child and a pregnant spouse.

That is easy for someone who grew up in New 

Wife Dana, daughters Anne and Amelia, dog Ted.

Bertie County peanuts salted in 

 My doctor would want me to say 

Tie between representing my law partner 
in the NC Supreme Court when the district attorney fi led a petition to try to force 
disclosure of what his deceased client had told him in a murder investigation. (I 
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Michael A. Kornbluth  
Kornbluth Ginsberg Law Group
Durham

Shannon (Missy) Spainhour
Constangy Brooks Smith Prophete
Asheville

Jeremy R. Sayre  
Fox Rothschild
Raleigh

Lori P. Jones  
Jordan, Price, Wall, Gray, Jones & 
Carlton  Raleigh

Nicholas J. Sanservino Jr.
Edwards Beightol
Raleigh

Michael Douglas McKnight
Ogletree Deakins Nash Smoak & 
Stewart  Raleigh

Michael Clyde Harman  
Harman Law
Huntersville

Lisa M. Williford  
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

Sean Franklin Herrmann  
Herrmann Murphy
Charlotte

Donavan J. Hylarides
Craige Jenkins Liipfert & Walker
Winston Salem

Chris Strianese  
Strianese Huckert
Charlotte

Cate Edwards  
Edwards Beightol
Raleigh

Taylor P. Boyles  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Kyle T. Watson  
The Watson Law Office
Charlotte

Matthew E. Lee  
Lee Segui
Raleigh

Meredith A. Pinson  
McGuireWoods
Charlotte

Samuel Eric Bass  
Venn Law Group
Charlotte

Lindsey B. Nelson  
Maynard Nexsen
Raleigh

Patrick H. Flanagan  
Cranfill Sumner
Charlotte

Jill Susanne Stricklin
Pierson Ferdinand
Winston-Salem

Robert A. Sar  
Ogletree Deakins Nash Smoak & 
Stewart  Raleigh

Benjamin R.Holland
Ogletree Deakins Nash Smoak & 
Stewart  Charlotte

Phillip J. Strach  
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough 
Raleigh

Roberta King Latham
King Latham Law
Winston-Salem

Catherine E.Lee  
Hedrick Gardner Kincheloe Garofalo
Raleigh

Allison Clarice Tomberlin
Beechler Tomberlin
Winston-Salem

Hayley Wells  
Ward and Smith
Asheville

Elizabeth R. Gift  
Ogletree Deakins Nash Smoak & 
Stewart  Charlotte

Benjamin Winikoff  
Daggett Shuler Law Firm
Winston-Salem

Christy C. Dunn  
Young Moore and Henderson
Raleigh

Justin Hill
Ward and Smith
Raleigh

ENVIRONMENTAL

BILLY CLARKE  
Roberts & Stevens
Asheville
Matthew J. Giangrosso  
Allen Stahl + Kilbourne
Asheville

Lori Hinnant  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Charles S. Carter  
Earth And Water Law
Raleigh

Joseph Andrew Ponzi  
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

Nancy Dunn Hardison  
Brooks Pierce
Raleigh

Steven J. Levitas  
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton 
Raleigh

Christopher Shields Walker
Alexander Ricks
Charlotte

Benjamin L. Snowden  
Fox Rothschild
Raleigh

Peter J. McGrath Jr.
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Melissa A. Romanzo
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

I. Clark Wright Jr.
Davis Hartman Wright Attorneys
New Bern

David W. Berry  
Smith Anderson Law
Raleigh

Noelle Wooten  
Baker Donelson
Charlotte

William E. Burton III
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

Steven D. Weber  
Parker Poe
Charlotte

David A. Franchina  
McGuireWoods
Charlotte

Stanford D. Baird
K&L Gates
Raleigh

Collin Brown  
Alexander Ricks
Charlotte

John D. Noor  
Roberts & Stevens Law
Asheville

Laura B. Truesdale  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Andrew R. Wagner  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Chapel Hill

Amanda Kitchen Short  
Parker Poe
Charlotte

FAMILY

THERESA EILEEN VIERA
Modern Legal
Charlotte
Nicole Applefield Engel  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Jennifer P. Moore  
Marcellino & Tyson
Charlotte

Alice Stubbs  
Tharrington Smith
Raleigh

Jessica B. Heffner  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh
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HOMETOWN: Monroe

UNDERGRAD: UNC Chapel Hill

LAW SCHOOL: Indiana University Maurer School of Law 

PRACTICED LAW: 24 years

FAMILY: Wife, Jane, children, Knox, 12, and William, 10

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Lance crackers, or as my dad would say, 
a pack of nabs. They bring back so many childhood memories.

FIRST JOB: Cutting grass in my neighborhood. Doing 
the work wasn’t always the hard part, getting paid sometimes 
was.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Tennis

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: I represented a large national jewelry 
chain where the CEO stood in his conference room and told us 
he would fi re the person responsible for the fraud that had been 
committed. A few days later, we were in the same conference 
room fi ring him. He went to jail.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: The people I looked 
up to in my hometown were lawyers.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Top of Grandfather Mountain

BEST ADVICE: “Don’t get cute,” my Dad would say.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: “Don’t worry about anything because 
it will change. For the same reason, you should enjoy things 
while they last.”

BEST WORK HABIT: Responsiveness

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: To work out more during the workday

BIGGEST RISK: Sold an old Land Rover to a partner I worked for.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Pearl Jam

MARC GUSTAFSON
EMPLOYMENT

BELL, DAVIS & PITT

CHARLOTTE
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Indiana University Maurer School of Law 

 Lance crackers, or as my dad would say, 
a pack of nabs. They bring back so many childhood memories.

the work wasn’t always the hard part, getting paid sometimes 

 I represented a large national jewelry 
chain where the CEO stood in his conference room and told us 
he would fi re the person responsible for the fraud that had been 
committed. A few days later, we were in the same conference 

 The people I looked 

“Don’t worry about anything because 
it will change. For the same reason, you should enjoy things 

 To work out more during the workday

Sold an old Land Rover to a partner I worked for.
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Penelope Lazarou Hefner  
Sodoma Law
Charlotte

R. Maria Hawkins  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Brittany Capps Hall
Block Crouch Keeter Behm & Sayed 
Wilmington

Linda B. Sayed  
Block Crouch Keeter Behm & Sayed
Wilmington

Susan S. Simos  
Craige Jenkins Liipfert & Walker
Winston-Salem

J. Albert Clyburn  
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

Mark D. Riopel  
Hamilton Stephens Steele + Martin
Charlotte

Monica R. Guy  
Kurtz Whitley Guy Sanders & Rainey  
Winston-Salem

Irene Patrice King  
King Collaborative Family Law
Charlotte

John Paul Tsahakis
James, McElroy & Diehl
Charlotte

Lindsey S. Dasher  
Dasher Law
Matthews

Maren Tallent Funk  
Godley Glazer & Funk
Statesville

Jordan Griffin  
Leitner Bragg & Griffin
Monroe

Sarah Dees Miranda
Miranda Law Firm
Fayetteville

Lauren Vaughn Lewis  
Essex Richards
Charlotte

Bennett D. Rainey  
Kurtz Whitley Guy Sanders & Rainey  
Winston-Salem

Grace Massarelli  
Gailor Hunt Davis Taylor & Gibbs
Raleigh

A. Michael Davis Jr.
Davis & Davis Attorneys at Law
Salisbury

Emily Jeske  
Bosquez Porter Family Law
Raleigh

Charles W. Coltrane
Coltrane & Overfield
Greensboro

Michelle D. Connell  
Connell & Gelb
Raleigh

Michael S. Harrell  
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Rik Lovette
Rik Lovett & Associates
Raleigh

Patrick S. McCroskey
Ghma Law
Asheville

Jonathan Daniel Feit  
James, McElroy & Diehl
Charlotte

Lydia Bree Laughrun
Essex Richards
Charlotte

Meghan A. Van Vynckt  
Cordes Law
Charlotte

Rebecca J. Lawrence  
Freedom Law NC
Charlotte

Joshua L. Finney  
Mcilveen Family Law
Charlotte

Angela M. Watkins  
Leitner Bragg & Griffin
Monroe

Marcia H. Armstrong
The Armstrong Law
Smithfield

Rose M. Stout  
Smith Debnam Narron
Raleigh

Gena Graham Morris  
James, McElroy & Diehl
Charlotte

Lisa M. Angel
The Rosen Law Firm
Raleigh

Tamela T. Wallace  
Law Office Of Tamela T Wallace
Charlotte

Joy Gragg McIver  
Montford Family Law
Asheville

Rebecca Wofford  
Wofford Law
Charlotte

Jennifer M. Bradley  
Triangle Smart Divorce
Cary

Ned W. Mangum  
Smith Debnam Narron Drake 
Saintsing & Myers  Raleigh

Deborah L. Dilman  
Modern Legal|Viera Legal
Charlotte

Robi M. Lalley  
Sodoma Law
Charlotte

Mary Charles Amerson  
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

Courtney Hamer Smith  
Tin Fulton Walker & Owen
Charlotte

Anastasia Cowan  
Arnold & Smith
Charlotte

Paul Doughton Horton  
Sodoma Law
Charlotte

Carolyn Love joy Krueger-Andes
Krueger-Andes Law
Charlotte

Danielle Jessica Walle  
Marcellino & Tyson
Charlotte

Tara Austin Harrawood  
Marcellino & Tyson
Charlotte

Lindsay Woodard Willis  
Rosen Law
Raleigh

Dara Duncan Larson
Duncan Larson Law
Charlotte

Wesley Peter
Gelb Connell & Gelb
Raleigh

Lillie Ashworth  
Soni Brendle
Charlotte

Clara AnnIgnich  
Bell Davis & Pitt
Winston-Salem

Carly G .Baker  
Wake Family Law Group
Raleigh

Madeline Hurley  
The Mueller Law Firm
Raleigh

Amy Lynn Britt  
Parker Bryan Family Law
Raleigh

Lindsey Easterling
Easterling Law
Matthews

James W. Lea III
The Lea/Schultz Law Firm
Wilmington

Robin J. Stinson  
Bell Davis & Pitt
Winston-Salem

Barbara R. Morgenstern  
Coltrane & Overfield
Greensboro

Jim Siemens  
Siemens Family Law Group
Asheville

Jon B. Kurtz  
Kurtz Whitley Guy Sanders & Rainey
Winston-Salem

Carole R. Albright  
Law Firm Carolinas
Greensboro

Lisa Lefante  
Triangle Smart Divorce
Cary
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HOMETOWN: Fairview, just outside Asheville

UNDERGRAD: Princeton University

LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 1982

PRACTICED LAW: 43 years

FAMILY: Wife, Cynthia Williams Clarke, fi ve children, 
seven grandsons

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Many years ago, I would have 
said tobacco. Today I will say sweetpotatoes

FIRST JOB: Working on the family farm, milking cows, 
baling hay, cutting silage. It taught me the value 
of hard work and working together with family 
and neighbors.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Hiking and being outdoors 
with my dog, Prince. Wife, Cindy, and son, Will, also pictured.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: We had to try a sedimentation 
and erosion case twice because the Court of Appeals
affi rmed the fi rst verdict on liability but sent the damages 
issue back for retrial. We tried it again and got more money
 the second time

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: Many of the people 
I knew growing up who were doing good things in North Carolina
were lawyers, not necessarily practicing ones. I thought I 
might practice for a few years, then do something else, 
but here I am 40-plus years later.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Too many to name. Many places 
in the west, but North Carolina has so many interesting 
and beautiful places, including the cities and towns.

BEST ADVICE: My long-time partner and mentor, Jack Stevens, 
told me, “Do good work, and the rest will follow.”

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Sometimes when I get discouraged 
about the position a client fi nds itself or him or herself in, I 
remind myself and others, “They got themselves in this mess. 
My job is to do the best I can to get them out.”

BEST WORK HABIT: Do not take yourself too seriously.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Work a little less.

BIGGEST RISK: Deciding to work in Asheville in 1982 when unemployment 
was 11% and the town looked like it was closing down.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Creedence Clearwater Revival and Johnny Cash

BILLY CLARKE
ENVIRONMENTAL

ROBERTS & STEVENS

ASHEVILLE

Fairview, just outside Asheville

Wife, Cynthia Williams Clarke, fi ve children, 

Many years ago, I would have 

Working on the family farm, milking cows, 
baling hay, cutting silage. It taught me the value 
of hard work and working together with family 

 Hiking and being outdoors 
with my dog, Prince. Wife, Cindy, and son, Will, also pictured.

We had to try a sedimentation 
and erosion case twice because the Court of Appeals
affi rmed the fi rst verdict on liability but sent the damages 
issue back for retrial. We tried it again and got more money

Many of the people 
I knew growing up who were doing good things in North Carolina
were lawyers, not necessarily practicing ones. I thought I 
might practice for a few years, then do something else, 

Too many to name. Many places 
in the west, but North Carolina has so many interesting 
and beautiful places, including the cities and towns.

My long-time partner and mentor, Jack Stevens, 
told me, “Do good work, and the rest will follow.”

Sometimes when I get discouraged 
about the position a client fi nds itself or him or herself in, I 
remind myself and others, “They got themselves in this mess. 
My job is to do the best I can to get them out.”

 Do not take yourself too seriously.

 Work a little less.

Deciding to work in Asheville in 1982 when unemployment 
was 11% and the town looked like it was closing down.

Creedence Clearwater Revival and Johnny Cash
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Jeffrey E. Marshall  
Marshall & Taylor
Raleigh

J. Huntington Wofford  
Wofford Law
Charlotte

Tamara A. Smith  
Pennington Smith
Wilmington

Evan Horwitz  
Tharrington Smith
Raleigh

Elise Morgan Whitley  
Kurtz Whitley Guy Sanders & Rainey
Winston-Salem

Arlene M. Zipp  
Roberson Haworth & Reese
High Point

Allison Holstein  
Dozier Miller Law Group
Charlotte

Dave Holm  
Parker Bryan Britt Tanner & Jenkins
Holly Springs

Lynn Wilson McNally
Smith Debnam Narron Drake 
Saintsing & Myers   Raleigh

Melissa J. Essick  
Gailor Hunt Davis Taylor & Gibbs
Raleigh

Julia M. Pendleton
Law Office Of Julia M Pendleton
Greensboro

Christine Farrell  
Mulligan Attorneys
Wilmington

Ryan Binderup Schultz  
The Lea/Schultz Law Firm
Wilmington

Shannan Barclay Tuorto  
Tuorto Family Law
Asheville

Jennifer Davis Hammond
Davis & Davis Attorneys 
Salisbury

Sarah Privette  
Oak City Family Law
Raleigh

Andrew Steven Brendle  
Soni Brendle
Charlotte

Anna Ayscue  
Rosen Law Firm
Raleigh

Matthew Krueger-Andes  
Krueger-Andes Law
Charlotte

David Matthew Krusch  
Plumides Romano & Johnson
Charlotte

Jonathan Melton  
Gailor Hunt Davis Taylor & Gibbs
Raleigh

Margaret Aiken Barrow  
Tharrington Smith
Raleigh

David Christopher Herring
David Christopher Herring Law 
Charlotte

Jillian Mack Moore
Moore Law Group
Graham

Manisha Pravinchandra Patel
Office Of Manisha P Patel 
Greensboro

Mallory A. Willink  
Conrad Trosch & Kemmy 
Charlotte

Lauren Ellis Leader
James, McElroy & Diehl
Charlotte

Kyle Frost
Hamilton Stephens Steele + Martin  
Charlotte

Candace S. Faircloth  
Collins Family & Elder Law Group
Monroe

Alexander French  
McIlveen Family Law
Gastonia

Blake Caulder  
Caulder & Valentine Law
Shelby

Josh Valentine  
Caulder & Valentine Law
Shelby

Chelsea E. Gajewski
Sodoma Law 
Charlotte

Kathryn Yates  
Easterling Law
Matthews

John Taggart  
Mcilveen Family Law
Gastonia

Brianne LeeVan Apeldoorn  
Irons & Irons
New Bern

Janet Gemmell  
Cape Fear Family Law
Wilmington

Andrea Bosquez-Porter  
Bosquez Porter Family Law
Raleigh

Robert A. Ponton Jr.
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Shelby D. Benton  
Benton Family Law
Goldsboro

Jaye Meyer  
Tharrington Smith
Raleigh

Stephanie Jenkins  
Parker Bryan Family Law
Raleigh

Carolyn T. Peacock  
Peacock Family Law
New Bern

Katherine Ann Frye
Oak City Family Law
Raleigh

Katherine Hardersen King  
Wake Family Law Group
Raleigh

Lesley Wiseman Albritton  
Legal Aid Of North Carolina
Raleigh

Nicole Taylor  
Gailor Hunt Davis Taylor & Gibbs
Raleigh

Elizabeth Johnstone James 
Hamilton Stephens Steele & Martin  
Charlotte

Lauren Quinn  
Ward and Smith
New Bern

Phillip Cowan  
Ward and Smith
Raleigh

Carrie Tortora  
Tortora Family Law
Raleigh

Tonya Graser Smith
GraserSmith
Charlotte
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HOMETOWN: Multiple cities and towns, including 
Edison, New Jersey; Washington Heights in New York City; 
Tobyhanna, Pennsylvania; Cary

UNDERGRAD:  George Washington University

LAW SCHOOL:  UNC School of Law, 2012

PRACTICED LAW:  13 years

FAMILY: Husband, Sangeet 

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Cheerwine. I don’t drink soda often, 
but when I do, I prefer the best. 

FIRST JOB: Retail, where patience and customer care are the 
cornerstone of service. 

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Meditation

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: Every case where a child is in a 
safe, healthier situation afterward. 

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: To help children 
and families. 

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: On my rooftop deck

BEST ADVICE: Be humble, sit down — Kendrick Lamar

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Consistency allows you to overcome 
most, if not all, obstacles. 

BEST WORK HABIT: Deep breaths

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Grow my business and my family. 

BIGGEST RISK: Open a law fi rm in the midst of a pandemic. 

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: I became a professional 
ballroom dancer, so anything dance related. 

THERESA VIERA
FAMILY

MODERN LEGAL

CHARLOTTE
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Lee C. Hawley  
Roberson Haworth & Reese 
High Point

Alicia Jurney  
Parker Bryan Britt Tanner & Jenkins 
Raleigh

David Kenneth Self  
David Self Law
Cornelius

Angela White McIlveen  
McIlveen Family Law Firm
Gastonia

Megan E. Spidell  
Spidell Family Law
Greensboro

Rachel D. Rogers Hamrick  
Charlotte Collaborative Divorce
Charlotte

Courtney Lynn
Carter Arnold & Smith
Charlotte

Tiasha L. Wray  
Wray Law Firm
Charlotte

Kavita Christina Desai  
James, McElroy & Diehl
Charlotte

Abigail Comfort Seymour  
Camino Law
Greensboro

Dale V. Stephenson  
Ward Family Law Group
Cary

Corey Alexander
Noland Arnold & Smith
Charlotte

Jeffrey R. Russell  
Tharrington Smith
Raleigh

IMMIGRATION

HELEN PARSONAGE  
Elliot Morgan Parsonage
Winston-Salem
Carla Vestal
Vestal Immigration Law
Davidson

David J. Garrett  
Maynard Nexsen
Raleigh

Steven H. Garfinkel  
Garfinkel Immigration
Charlotte

Douglas Bradley
Clawson and Staubes
Charlotte

Cynthia A. Aziz  
Aziz Law Firm
Charlotte

Hannah Faith Little  
Garfinkel Immigration
Charlotte

Lindsey Taylor Goehring  
Charlotte Immigration 
Charlotte

Mary Lynn Tedesco  
Tedesco Legal
Charlotte

Colleen Forcina Molner
Garfinkel Immigration 
Charlotte

Jeremy L. McKinney
McKinney Immigration
Greensboro

Nicola Ai Ling Prall  
Jackson Lewis
Raleigh

Vanessa Ann Gonzalez
Law Office Of Vanessa A Gonzalez
Wilmington

Rosa Maria Corriveau  
Ogletree Deakins Nash Smoak & 
Stewart Raleigh

Ann Robertson  
Robertson Immigration
Raleigh

Jordan Grace Forsythe  
Cauley Forsythe Immigration
Charlotte

Julie Spahn Miller  
Spahn Law
Charlotte

Areli Jaimes  
Jaimes Law Office
Asheboro

John L. Pinnix  
Allen Pinnix
Raleigh

Stephen Hugh Smalley
Ogletree Deakins Nash 
Smoak & Stewart  Raleigh

Helen Laura Tarokic  
Helen Tarokic Law
Wilmington

Carlos Andres Lopez
Lopez Law 
Charlotte

Nam Douglass  
Garfinkel Immigration
Charlotte

INTELLECTUAL

SHAWNA CANNON LEMON
Stanek Lemon 
Charlotte
Scott K. Burger
Allen Stahl + Kilbourne
Winston-Salem

Eva Gullick Frongello  
Parker Poe
Raleigh

Sloan L. E. Carpenter  
Parker Poe
Raleigh

Thomas G. Varnum  
Brooks Pierce
Wilmington

Jeffrey J. Schwartz  
Schwartz Law
Charlotte

Seth L. Hudson  
Maynard Nexsen
Charlotte

Patrick B. Horne  
Shumaker Loop & Kendrick
Charlotte

S. Alex Long Jr.
Shumaker Loop & Kendrick
Charlotte

Daniel S. Porper  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Steven N. Terranova  
Withrow Terranova
Apex

William Barker Cannon  
Parker Poe
Raleigh

Karen Boardman  
Alignment Legal
Charlotte

Christina Davidson
Trimmer Shumaker Loop & Kendrick
Charlotte

Ticora Davis  
The Creator’s Law Firm
Charlotte

Benjamin Withrow  
Withrow Terranova
Apex

William Kevin Ransom
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Devon E. White  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Jason S. Wood  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Angela Doughty  
Ward and Smith
New Bern

William G. Heedy  
Coffield Heedy Kilgore
Asheville

W. Lyle Gravatt  
Michael Best & Friedrich
Raleigh

Erica Rogers  
Ward and Smith
Raleigh

Timothy E. Emmet  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Rick Matthews  
Williams Mullen
Raleigh

Robert Van Arnam  
Williams Mullen
Raleigh

John Kivus
Morningstar Law Group
Raleigh

Steven D. Gardner  
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
Winston-Salem

Darrell A. Fruth  
Smith Anderson
Raleigh

Alton Luther Absher III
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton
Winston-Salem

Justin R. Nifong  
NK Patent Law
Raleigh

Ani Agrawal  
NK Patent Law
Raleigh

Emmett Weindruch  
Holland & Knight
Charlotte

Doug Meier
NK Patent Law
Raleigh

LITIGATION

CLINTON S. MORSE
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro
Vince Eisinger  
Cranfill Sumner
Raleigh

Harrison A. Lord  
Lord & Lindley
Charlotte

Andrew Larry Fitzgerald 
Fitzgerald Litigation
Winston-Salem

Samuel A .Slater
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Mona L. Wallace  
Wallace & Graham 
Salisbury

Chris Graebe  
Morningstar Law Group
Raleigh

Colin J. Tarrant  
Block Crouch Keeter Behm & Sayed
Wilmington

Matthew S. Roberson  
McGuire Wood & Bissette
Asheville

Kimberly Jill Kirk  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Bo Brandon Caudill  
Villmer Caudill
Charlotte

Ellie Bragg
Leitner Bragg & Griffin
Monroe

Patrick Michael Kane  
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

Charles George  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Benjamin L. Worley  
Longleaf Law Partners
Raleigh

Whitney Wallace Williams  
Wallace & Graham
Salisbury

Austin R. Walsh  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Lucas D. Garber  
Shumaker Loop & Kendrick
Charlotte

Jacob M. Morse  
Morse Fritts
Raleigh

Jonathan A. Berkelhammer  
Ellis & Winters
Greensboro

Alan M. Ruley  
Bell Davis & Pitt
Winston-Salem

R. Susanne Todd  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

William Kirk Sanders  
Hendrick Bryant Nerhood 
Sanders Otis  Winston-Salem
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HOMETOWN: London

UNDERGRAD: University of Birmingham, 
United Kingdom

LAW SCHOOL: North Carolina Central, 
2006

PRACTICED LAW: 19 years

FAMILY: Husband, three sons and a 
granddaughter.

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Seagrove pottery. 
I am a collector of art pottery.

FIRST JOB: Being a line server in a cafeteria 
taught me that’s not what I want to do.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Spinning and 
knitting

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: In Nasrallah 
v. Barr, I was successful in a U.S. Supreme 
Court case in 2020 where my client, Nidal 
Khalid Nasrallah, sought protection using 
Convention Against Torture in a court battle 
not to send him back to Lebanon.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: I 
love picking issues apart and winning 
arguments.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: 
Blue Ridge Mountains or Oak Island

BEST ADVICE: Just do it.

BEST WORK HABIT: Keeping a balance and 
not working evenings or weekends

HELEN PARSONAGE
IMMIGRATION

ELLIOT MORGAN PARSONAGE

WINSTON-SALEM

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Cutting back some.

BIGGEST RISK: Going back to law school with three children at home.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Pink Floyd
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Henry L. Kitchin Jr.
McGuireWoods
Raleigh

Tricia M. Derr  
Lincoln Derr
Charlotte

Joshua B. Durham  
Bell Davis & Pitt
Charlotte

Thomas Hamilton Segars  
Ellis & Winters
Raleigh

Trey Lindley  
Lord & Lindley
Charlotte

Brandon S. Neuman  
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough
Raleigh

Jeffrey R. Monroe  
Miller Monroe Plyler
Raleigh

Jeremy Scott Maddox  
Law Offices Of James Scott Farrin
Charlotte

Walter L. Tippett Jr.
Williams Mullen
Raleigh

Benjamin F. Leighton
Alexander Ricks
Charlotte

David C. Wright III
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

John R. Hughes  
Wallace & Graham
Salisbury

Kenneth T. Lautenschlager  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Jared Gardner  
Gardner Skelton
Charlotte

Brad Evans
Ward and Smith
Winterville

K. Alan Parry  
Parry Law
Chapel Hill

Michael D. DeFrank  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Colin Stockton  
Alexander Ricks
Charlotte

J.D. Hensarling  
Vann Attorneys
Raleigh

Mark Doby
Wallace & Graham
Salisbury

Jason A. Miller  
Miller Monroe Plyler
Raleigh

J. Haydon Ellis  
Hutchens Law
Fayetteville

Heryka R. Knoespel  
Troutman Pepper Locke
Charlotte

Justin W. Freeman  
Davis & Davis
Salisbury

Jennifer K. Van Zant  
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

Eric M. David  
Brooks Pierce
Raleigh

David Neal Allen  
Brooks Pierce
Charlotte

John N. Hutson Jr.
Young Moore and Henderson
Raleigh

James P. Cooney III
Womble Bond Dickinson
Charlotte

Lawrence M.Baker  
Willson Jones Carter Baxley
Charlotte

William C. Robinson  
Robinson Elliott & Smith
Charlotte

Luther D. Starling  
Daughtry Woodard Lawrence & 
Starling  Smithfield

Pamela Duffy  
Ellis & Winters
Greensboro

W. Bradford Searson  
Searson, Jones, Gottschalk & Cash
Asheville

Kirkland Hardymon  
Rayburn Cooper & Durham
Charlotte

Philip S. Anderson  
The Van Winkle Law
Asheville

Shannon R. Joseph  
Morningstar Law
Raleigh

Valecia M. McDowell  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Kevin G. Williams
Bell Davis & Pitt
Winston-Salem

Lori Keeton
Law Offices Of Lori Keeton
Charlotte

J. Christopher Jackson
Morningstar Law Group
Raleigh

Ryan James Adams  
Adams Howell Sizemore & Adams
Raleigh

Harry H. Albritton Jr.
Irons & Irons
Greenville

Jonathan C. Krisko  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Amy E. Richardson  
Harris Wiltshire & Grannis
Raleigh

E. Kenneth Coble  
Willson Jones Carter Baxley
Charlotte

Jeffrey A. Bunda  
Hutchens Law
Charlotte

Drew Erteschik  
Poyner Spruill
Raleigh

Cary B. Davis  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

James Hash  
Gaskins Hancock Tuttle Hash
Raleigh

Michael James Hoefling  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Noah Breen Abrams  
Abrams & Abrams
Raleigh
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HOMETOWN: Columbia, South Carolina

UNDERGRAD: Wofford College, Spartanburg, 
South Carolina; doctorate in biomedical 
science/pharmacology from the University of South Carolina

LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 2001

PRACTICED LAW: 24 years

FAMILY: Husband of 31 years, Brian, children Claudia, 29, 
Grayson, 26 and Nicholas, 21

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Basketball. I’m a die-hard football mom, 
but I love basketball and we have so much talent in the Triangle.

FIRST JOB: In high school, I was on the Rich’s (now Macy’s) Teen Board 
as a student ambassador. Through this experience, I discovered 
my passion for empowering other women.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Watching “Days of Our Lives” and “The Young 
and The Restless” like I did with my grandparents when I was growing up. 
Makes me feel safe and deeply loved.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: I had to convince an examiner at the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Offi ce in Alexandria, Virginia, to drink a bottle of Gatorade to 
evaluate my client’s drug properly after fi rst convincing security to let me 
bring it inside the building. I cleared every hurdle and the patent was issued.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: Law was my fi rst passion, even though 
it was my second career. I remember playing the role of advocate on behalf 
of other students in elementary school.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Golf & spa at The Grandover Resort in Greensboro.

BEST ADVICE: My mentor [Raleigh attorney] Mike Sajovec told me early in my career 
that client development takes time and not to be discouraged by unsuccessful attempts.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Stay true to your morals and values, understanding that 
sometimes only a few will stand with you.

BEST WORK HABIT: Plan my day the night before, using notes and calendar 
reminders to set goals and prioritize tasks.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: I would like to join another corporate board. I believe 
that my multidisciplinary background in law, science, leadership, and entrepreneurship 
would be an asset. I also want to write a book that chronicles my journey in overcoming 
workplace toxicity.

BIGGEST RISK: Leaving a fi rm in 2016 after 16 years to start over. In 2019, I co-founded 
an intellectual property fi rm with three extraordinary partners and three exceptional 
support staff members. 

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Prince

SHAWNA CANNON LEMON
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

STANEK LEMON CROUSE + MEEKS 

CHARLOTTE

Columbia, South Carolina

 Wofford College, Spartanburg, 
South Carolina; doctorate in biomedical 
science/pharmacology from the University of South Carolina

UNC School of Law, 2001

Husband of 31 years, Brian, children Claudia, 29, 

Basketball. I’m a die-hard football mom, 
but I love basketball and we have so much talent in the Triangle.

In high school, I was on the Rich’s (now Macy’s) Teen Board 
as a student ambassador. Through this experience, I discovered 

empowering other women.

Watching “Days of Our Lives” and “The Young 
and The Restless” like I did with my grandparents when I was growing up. 
Makes me feel safe and deeply loved.

I had to convince an examiner at the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Offi ce in Alexandria, Virginia, to drink a bottle of Gatorade to 
evaluate my client’s drug properly after fi rst convincing security to let me 
bring it inside the building. I cleared every hurdle and the patent was issued.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: Law was my fi rst passion, even though 
it was my second career. I remember playing the role of advocate on behalf 
of other students in elementary school.

 Golf & spa at The Grandover Resort in Greensboro.

My mentor [Raleigh attorney] Mike Sajovec told me early in my career 
that client development takes time and not to be discouraged by unsuccessful attempts.

Stay true to your morals and values, understanding that 
sometimes only a few will stand with you.

 Plan my day the night before, using notes and calendar 
reminders to set goals and prioritize tasks.

 I would like to join another corporate board. I believe 
that my multidisciplinary background in law, science, leadership, and entrepreneurship 
would be an asset. I also want to write a book that chronicles my journey in overcoming 

 Leaving a fi rm in 2016 after 16 years to start over. In 2019, I co-founded 
an intellectual property fi rm with three extraordinary partners and three exceptional 

 Prince

SHAWNA CANNON LEMON
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

STANEK LEMON CROUSE + MEEKS 
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HOMETOWN: Grew up in Roanoke, Virginia, as a seventh-generation 
Texan born in Houston.

UNDERGRAD: James Madison University

LAW SCHOOL: Wake Forest University School of Law, 2008

PRACTICED LAW: 17 years

FAMILY: Wife, Diana Morse, Shepperd Morse, 12, Brady, 9

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: The American Chestnut. I love being a part 
of the effort to bring this tree back that was nearly wiped out by a terrible 
blight in the early 1900s. Contributing what you can to a cause, even if 
success will only be obtained decades in the future, is inspiring.   

FIRST JOB: Being a Division I tennis player taught me goals can only be reached 
with dedication, focus, hard work and desire.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Tending to the chestnut trees at our property in 
Grayson County, Virginia.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: I get the best result by taking on my client’s 
problem as if it is my own. To that end, it is impossible to choose one “most 
memorable case,” because, win or lose, each of my clients become part of 
my family for that case.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: As a third-generation lawyer, I believe 
that my dad, perhaps unwittingly, trained me to be a lawyer from a young age. 
-All the work he put in making me speak in public, keeping arguments logical 
and teaching me about competition made me an attorney.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Proehlifi c Park to watch Brady play football. 
And the tracks and cross-country courses to watch Shep run for the 
High Point Blaze.

BEST ADVICE: From Theodore Roosevelt: “It is not the critic who counts: not the 
man who points out how the strong man stumbles or where the doer of deeds 
could have done better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the 
arena . . . so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who knew 
neither victory nor defeat.” One of the many quotes Dad made us memorize.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Do not be afraid to lose. Litigation is inherently risky. Advise 
your clients about the risks, and then go and do everything you can to win.

BEST WORK HABIT: Fighting for what I believe is important, while relaxing when 
facing the insubstantial. Also, giving high fi ves around to my offi ce teammates.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Get more associates arguing matters earlier.

BIGGEST RISK: Taking on $100,000 in student-loan debt to become an attorney.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Dave Matthews Band

CLINT MORSE 
LITIGATION

BROOKS PIERCE

GREENSBORO
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 Grew up in Roanoke, Virginia, as a seventh-generation 

Wake Forest University School of Law, 2008

Wife, Diana Morse, Shepperd Morse, 12, Brady, 9

 The American Chestnut. I love being a part 
of the effort to bring this tree back that was nearly wiped out by a terrible 
blight in the early 1900s. Contributing what you can to a cause, even if 
success will only be obtained decades in the future, is inspiring.   

Being a Division I tennis player taught me goals can only be reached 

 Tending to the chestnut trees at our property in 

I get the best result by taking on my client’s 
problem as if it is my own. To that end, it is impossible to choose one “most 
memorable case,” because, win or lose, each of my clients become part of 

As a third-generation lawyer, I believe 
that my dad, perhaps unwittingly, trained me to be a lawyer from a young age. 
-All the work he put in making me speak in public, keeping arguments logical 
and teaching me about competition made me an attorney.

 Proehlifi c Park to watch Brady play football. 
And the tracks and cross-country courses to watch Shep run for the 

From Theodore Roosevelt: “It is not the critic who counts: not the 
man who points out how the strong man stumbles or where the doer of deeds 
could have done better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the 
arena . . . so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who knew 
neither victory nor defeat.” One of the many quotes Dad made us memorize.

 Do not be afraid to lose. Litigation is inherently risky. Advise 
your clients about the risks, and then go and do everything you can to win.

Fighting for what I believe is important, while relaxing when 
facing the insubstantial. Also, giving high fi ves around to my offi ce teammates.

Get more associates arguing matters earlier.

 Taking on $100,000 in student-loan debt to become an attorney.

Dave Matthews Band
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Matthew S. DeAntonio  
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings
Charlotte

Deedee Rouse Gasch  
Cranfill Sumner
Wilmington

Elizabeth Zwickert Timmermans
McGuireWoods
Raleigh

Matthew E. Meany  
Willson Jones Carter Baxley
Raleigh

Angela D. Zachary  
Willson Jones Carter Baxley
Charlotte

Jason Michael Burton  
Burton Law Firm
Raleigh

James A. Davis II
Davis & Davis
Salisbury

Jeffrey M. McCraw  
Crisp Cherry McCraw
Charlotte

Jeremy M. Wilson  
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

John W. Holton  
Miller Monroe Plyler
Raleigh

Jessica Blair Vickers  
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Amanda Pickens Nitto
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Lee D. Denton  
Spilman Thomas & Battle
Winston-Salem

Mark A. Hiller  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Chapel Hill

Travis S. Hinman  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Scottie Forbes Lee  
Ellis & Winters
Greensboro

Timothy James Readling  
Davis & Davis 
Salisbury

Zachary Walton  
Walker Allen
Charlotte

Kathleen Elizabeth Perkins  
Hunton Andrews Kurth
Charlotte

Spencer S. Fritts  
Morse Fritts
Raleigh

Scott Hazelgrove  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Darby M. Festa  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Mary Mchugh Webb  
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

Elizabeth H. Overmann
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

Benjamin S. Chesson  
Brooks Pierce
Charlotte

Alan W. Duncan  
Mullins Duncan Harrell Russell
Greensboro

Michael W. Mitchell  
Smith Anderson
Raleigh

R. Brittain Blackerby  
Harris Creech Ward & Blackerby
New Bern

Allen C. Smith  
Murphy & Grantland
Charlotte

Robert R. Marcus  
Bradley
Charlotte

Sara R. Lincoln  
Lincoln Derr
Charlotte

L. Cooper Harrell  
Mullins Duncan Harrell Russell
Greensboro

Erik M. Rosenwood  
Rosenwood Rose & Litwak
Charlotte

William L. Esser IV
Parker Poe
Charlotte

Ashley Kamphaus Brathwaite  
Ellis & Winters
Raleigh

Matthew William Buckmiller  
Buckmiller Boyette Frost
Raleigh

Ann Patton Hornthal  
Roberts & Stevens
Asheville

Stephen M. Russell Jr.
Mullins Duncan Harrell Russell
Greensboro

Michael Parrish  
Ward and Smith
New Bern

Christopher Donald Tomlinson  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Edward Hallett Maginnis  
Maginnis Law
Raleigh

Fred William DeVore IV
Devore Acton & Stafford
Charlotte

John Alexander Heroy  
James, McElroy & Diehl
Charlotte

David J. Overton  
Ricci Law
Raleigh

Karl Gwaltney  
Maginnis Howard
Raleigh

Steven Corriveau  
Martin & Jones
Raleigh

Ross J. Bromberger  
Rosenwood Rose & Litwak
Charlotte

Mallory G. Horne  
Bovis Kyle Burch & Medlin
Greensboro

Chad Alan Archer  
Blanco Tackabery
Winston-Salem

Michael Ingersoll  
Womble Bond Dickinson
Charlotte

Kevin G. Sweat  
Lord & Lindley
Charlotte

REAL ESTATE

S. LEIGH RODENBOUGH IV 
Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

Randall A. Underwood
Brooks Pierce 
Greensboro

John Covington Overfield  
Coltrane & Overfield
Greensboro

Peter U. Kanipe  
McGuire Wood & Bissette
Asheville

Charles V. Archie  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Nathaniel Howard Cook
Block Crouch Keeter Behm & Sayed
Wilmington

Robert George Lindauer Jr.
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Douglas John Short  
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Cameron Todd Ware  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Susan R. Benoit  
Hutchens Law
Fayetteville

Thomas Patrick Hockman  
Schell Bray
Greensboro

Christopher W. Loeb  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

John R. Buben Jr.
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Andrew Mccullough  
Venn Law Group
Charlotte

Sam Franck
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

Anna Hartzog Tison  
Martin Marietta
Raleigh

Nikhil Pankaj Vyas  
Vyas Realty Law
Raleigh

Trey Baker  
Shumaker Loop & Kendrick
Charlotte

John W. King Jr.
John W King 
New Bern

Jeffrey P.Keeter  
Block Crouch Keeter Behm & Sayed
Wilmington

Alison R. Cayton  
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Keith Burns
Maynard Nexsen
Raleigh

Elizabeth R. Harrison  
Gaskins Hancock Tuttle Hash
Raleigh

Nicole Sabourin Loeffler
Weatherspoon & Voltz
Raleigh

Jeanne A. Pearson  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Joseph B. Bass III
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Jennifer M. Hall  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Mark Hanson  
Alexander Ricks
Charlotte

Louis Penn Clarke  
Longleaf Law Partners
Raleigh

Alexander Serkes  
Maynard Nexsen
Raleigh

Anthony J. Barwick  
Brooks Pierce
Raleigh

Robert J. Ramseur Jr.
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

Lindsay Parris Thompson  
Van Winkle Law Firm
Asheville

LaDeidre Dianne Matthews  
Fox Rothschild
Charlotte

John M. May
Robbins May & Rich
Pinehurst

Thomas E. Terrell Jr.
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

Christopher P. Edwards
Christopher P Edwards Attorney
Farmville

Holden Reaves  
Reaves Law
Fayetteville

Tonya Powell  
Maynard Nexsen
Raleigh

Brian J. Schoeck  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Peter F. Morgan  
Knipp Law Office
Belmont

Justin M. Lewis  
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

Daniel Adam Merlin  
Alexander Ricks
Charlotte

Scott M. Holmes  
Murchison Taylor & Gibson
Wilmington

Catherine Barr  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Brooks F. Jaffa  
Cranford Buckley Schultze Tomchin 
Allen & Buie  
Charlotte
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HOMETOWN: Greensboro

UNDERGRAD: UNC Chapel Hill 

LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 1980 

PRACTICED LAW: 45 years 

FAMILY: Married Melanie Hyatt Rodenbough in 1980, and lost 
Melanie to metastatic breast cancer in 2021; I found new love 
and married Kelly Peterson in November 2024; four children, 
Andy Rodenbough, Anna L. Rodenbough, Libby Rodenbough, 
MK Rodenbough; two grandchildren

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Mipso, the Chapel Hill-based band 
that my daughter Libby, has toured with for about 13 years.

FIRST JOB: Priming tobacco at age 12 and caring for 20,000 
adolescent chickens for local farmers in the Rockingham County 
town of Madison. You can not imagine the amount of methane 
produced by 20,000 chickens. 

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Working out in the morning with my 
trainer, Nicholas Kimps.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: A series of land title cases involving 
thousands of acres on Hatteras Island acquired in 1929 by 
Andrew Carniege’s partner, John H. Phipps, and his son, John 
S. Phipps. They used the land for hunting, fi shing and gun 
clubs at Avon and Buxton. For about a decade, I traveled there 
every other week with my partners, Randy Underwood and Bill 
McNairy, to search titles in Dare, Hyde and Currituck counties. 
We ate a lot of seafood, met colorful characters and made 
friends as we came to love Hatteras Island.

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: My father was a solo 
practitioner who would let me observe court proceedings from 
age 10. From high school to when I was in law school, 
I worked in his offi ce. So becoming a lawyer was in my DNA.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Holden Beach. Melanie and I 
honeymooned there in 1980, and my family and I have rented 
oceanfront houses there all but a handful of summers since.

BEST ADVICE: From my late partner, Edgar B. Fisher:  “There are 
no gray areas in the practice of real estate law – it is either right 
or it is wrong. But good and thoughtful lawyering can cure any 
error in a chain of title or the drafting of an instrument.”

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Law truly is a jealous mistress that can 
consume you all day, every day, so make time fi rst for your 
family, your faith and your community.

S. LEIGH RODENBOUGH IV 
REAL ESTATE

BROOKS PIERCE 

GREENSBORO

BEST WORK HABIT: Doing whatever it takes to solve a problem and 
get the best result for our client, without regard to how long it takes 
or how much of that time gets billed to the client.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Delegate more, get to bed earlier and 
travel with my wife, Kelly.

BIGGEST RISK: Forgoing opportunities to go in-house to continue 
practicing law with Brooks Pierce, a decision I have never regretted.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Brice Street, a band from Greensboro 
that I saw perform at the Town Hall my fi rst night in Chapel Hill.
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Lawrence “Larry” Joseph Shaheen Jr.
McIntosh Law 
Davidson

Dana M. Lingenfelser  
nCino
Wilmington

Jacqueline Cajigal  
Block Crouch Keeter Behm & Sayed
Wilmington

Ashleigh E. Black  
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

William H. Weatherspoon Jr.
Weatherspoon & Voltz
Raleigh

Donna R. Cohen  
Donna R Cohen Attorney At Law
Raleigh

Stephen E. Klee  
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

Kent Jones  
Womble Bond Dickinson
Charlotte

Janeen Miller Hogue  
The Miller Hogue Law
Charlotte

Jennifer Scott  
Shipman & Wright
Wilmington

Benjamin R. Kuhn  
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

Christina Freeman Pearsall  
Schell Bray
Greensboro

Jessica L. Elliott  
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Mark S. Hartman  
Davis Hartman Wright
New Bern

Robbie Parker
Lee Kaess
Wilmington

Gary T. McDermott  
McDermott Law
Waxhaw

Stephanie E. Greer  
Troutman Pepper Locke
Charlotte

Camden C. Betz  
Parker Poe
Raleigh

Justin K. Humphries  
Humphries Law
Wilmington

Derek M. Wisniewski  
Kirk Palmer & Thigpen
Charlotte

Jonathan W. Anderson
Law Office of Jonathan W Anderson
Raleigh

David L. Hillman  
Williams Mullen
Raleigh

Holly S. Mills
Longleaf Law Partners
Raleigh

Hunter S. Edwards  
Womble Bond Dickinson
Charlotte

Sarah Lucente  
Kunkleman & Lucente
Charlotte

Heather Dawn McDowell  
Ellinger & Carr
Raleigh

G. Grey Littlewood  
Littlewood Law
Raleigh

Andrew Steven Felts  
Baker Donelson
Winston-Salem

Stephen J. Perry  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

William A. Pully II
Littlewood Law
Raleigh

M. Brien Bowlin Jr.
Paladin Law
Huntersville

Brittnay Morgan Franklin  
Alexander Ricks
Charlotte

Michelle Gonzalez  
Ward and Smith
Raleigh 

Katie King  
Brady Boyett
Raleigh

Angelika B. Drossopoulos
James, McElroy & Diehl
Charlotte

Jonathan T. Sizemore  
Adams Howell Sizemore & Adams
Raleigh

Jonathan Peter Goldberg  
Alexander Ricks
Charlotte

Marshall Horsman III
Fox Rothschild
Charlotte

Walter D. Fisher Jr.
Troutman Pepper Locke
Charlotte

William B. Kirk Jr.
Kirk Palmer & Thigpen
Charlotte

John R. Rose  
Goosmann Rose Colvard Cramer
Asheville

Joseph B. Dempste Jr.
Poyner Spruill
Raleigh

Jeffery J. Malarney  
Jeff Malarney
Kitty Hawk

Don T. Evans Jr.
Clark Newton Evans
Wilmington

Susan Y. Ellinger  
Ellinger & Carr
Raleigh

Susan K. Irvin  
Irvin Law Group
Cornelius

John F. Renger III
Renger Reynolds
Charlotte

Stephen Francis HorneIII
Horne Horne
Greenville

Mary Burgett Ashley  
Ashley Law Firm
Charlotte

Evan Michael Bass  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Tikkun A. S. Gottschalk  
Searson, Jones, Gottschalk & Cash
Asheville

James Scott Efird  
St Amand & Efird
Charlotte

James C. McCaskill  
Longleaf Law Partners
Raleigh

James Bryant Haynes  
 Brooks Pierce
Greensboro

Erin Cowan Mosley  
Maynard Nexsen
Greensboro

Kyle Smalling  
Capital City Law
Wake Forest

Cameron Winfrey  
Ward and Smith 
Raleigh

Parker Cheatham Lee  
Person & Lee
Fayetteville

B. Zachary Taylor Jr.
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

TAX & ESTATE PLANNING

SARA R. VIZITHUM
Brooks Pierce  
Greensboro
Clifton Williams  
Allen Stahl + Kilbourne
Asheville

Christian L. Perrin  
Perrin Legal
Charlotte
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HOMETOWN: Big Rapids, Michigan

UNDERGRAD: Hope College (Holland, Michigan)

LAW SCHOOL: UNC School of Law, 2002

PRACTICED LAW: 23 years

FAMILY: Husband, BJ, children, Lily and Will

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: UNC Chapel Hill. My husband and 
I are both graduates. We love the school and rooting for the 
Tar Heels.

FIRST JOB: Legislative correspondent for U.S. Representative 
Dave Camp of Michigan. I learned to always be prepared and 
to never walk into someone else’s offi ce without paper and 
pen.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER:  A walk, preferably on the beach 
or the woods. Even better if it is with someone who makes 
me laugh.

MOST MEMORABLE CASE:  Sitting at the counsel table at 
the NC Court of Appeals a few weeks after passing the bar 
and holding the watch for my (now) partner. It was my only 
time in a courtroom other than for a swearing in.   

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER:  I loved Nancy Drew 
books. I wanted to be a private investigator (like Nancy) or 
an attorney (like her dad). The more I learned about what 
I could do as an attorney and how I could help people, I 
realized that was what I wanted to do for a living.

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT:  Anywhere in the mountains.

BEST ADVICE: My mentor, [Brooks Pierce partner] Bill 
McNairy, taught me that you always get a better answer 
when you collaborate.

BEST WORK HABIT: Trying to learn and improve every day.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: Making time for exercise daily

BIGGEST RISK: Working part-time while my kids were 
young. It was worth it.

FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: Depeche Mode

SARA VIZITHUM
TAX And ESTATE PLANNING

BROOKS PIERCE

GREENSBORO
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Hope College (Holland, Michigan)

UNC Chapel Hill. My husband and 
I are both graduates. We love the school and rooting for the 

 Legislative correspondent for U.S. Representative 
Dave Camp of Michigan. I learned to always be prepared and 
to never walk into someone else’s offi ce without paper and 

  A walk, preferably on the beach 
or the woods. Even better if it is with someone who makes 

Sitting at the counsel table at 
the NC Court of Appeals a few weeks after passing the bar 
and holding the watch for my (now) partner. It was my only 
time in a courtroom other than for a swearing in.   

  I loved Nancy Drew 
books. I wanted to be a private investigator (like Nancy) or 
an attorney (like her dad). The more I learned about what 
I could do as an attorney and how I could help people, I 
realized that was what I wanted to do for a living.

Anywhere in the mountains.

My mentor, [Brooks Pierce partner] Bill 
McNairy, taught me that you always get a better answer 

Trying to learn and improve every day.

Making time for exercise daily

Working part-time while my kids were 

Depeche Mode
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Rebecca Lane Smitherman  
Craige Jenkins Liipfert & Walker
Winston-Salem

Thomas H. Cook Jr.
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Sandra M. Clark  
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Holly Berry Harris
Norvell Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Elinor J. Foy
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Holly Simpson  
Simpson Law
Charlotte

Keith A. Wood  
Carruthers & Roth
Greensboro

Lucy Siler
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Maria Magdalena
Satterfield Satterfield Legal
Charlotte

Julie Mario Bradlow  
Darrow Everett
Charlotte

Davis W. Puryear  
Hutchens Law
Fayetteville

John R. Cella Jr.
Ragsdale Liggett
Raleigh

Stanton P. Geller  
Culp Elliott & Carpenter
Charlotte

Adam Tarleton
Brooks Pierce  
Greensboro

Robert Hammock Wall 
Baker Donelson
Winston-Salem

Lauren S. Martin  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Stephen T. Byrd  
Manning Fulton & Skinner
Raleigh

Richard A. Kort  
McGuire Wood & Bissette
Asheville

Harris M. Livingstain  
McGuire Wood & Bissette
Asheville

Jennifer L. J. Koenig  
Schell Bray
Greensboro

Janice L. Davies  
Davies Law
Charlotte

Andrew Lamberson Nesbitt  
Nesbitt Law
Charlotte

Matthew W. Thompson  
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

Christian P. Cherry  
Crisp Cherry Mccraw
Charlotte

Mitchell Kemp Mosley  
Narron Wenzel
Raleigh

Lawrence Moye IV
EQV Advisory
Raleigh

David Eric Anderson  
David E Anderson
Wilmington

Charles Joseph Del Papa
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

B.J. Kilgore
The Van Winkle Law Firm
Asheville

Caroline Corry Munroe  
Blanco Tackabery
Winston-Salem

Stacy M. Reid
Monroe Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Lauren Campbell Maxie
NC Planning
Cary

Amy K. Smith  
Bell Davis & Pitt
Winston-Salem

Reed J. Hollander  
Young Moore and Henderson
Raleigh

Sarah Sparboe Thornburg  
McGuireWoods & Bissette
Asheville

Stephanie Daniel  
Kirk Palmer & Thigpen
Charlotte

Andrew F. Dana  
Parker Poe
Charlotte

S. Kyle Agee
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

John W. Forneris  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson
Charlotte

Paul Anthony Yokabitus  
Cary Estate Planning
Cary

Kelly Rains Jesson  
Jesson & Rains
Charlotte

Cristine R. Dixon  
Craige Jenkins Liipfert & Walker
Winston-Salem

Jeneva Alicia Vazquez  
Bray & Long
Charlotte

Joseph A. Kimmet  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Jennifer C. Noble  
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

C. Wells Hall II
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough
Charlotte

Robert D. Lyerly Jr.
Maynard Nexsen
Charlotte

John T. Burns  
Burns & Gray
Monroe

Mary Kay Baynard  
James, McElroy & Diehl
Charlotte

Amy S. Klass
Fox Rothschild
Greensboro

John R. Sloan
Ward and Smith
Wilmington

Kimberly H. Stogner  
Womble Bond Dickinson
Winston-Salem

J. Michael Wilson  
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings
Charlotte

Louise M. Paglen  
McIntosh Law
Davidson

Deni C. Pifer
Pifer Estate Law
Charlotte

John Randolph Hemphill  
Hemphill Gelder
Raleigh

Andrew D. Atherton  
McGuireWoods & Bissette
Asheville

Jeremy Todd Canipe
The Canipe Law Firm
Charlotte

Jason R. Page  
Law Office of Jason R Page
Wilson

Sabrina Winters  
Sabrina Winters Attorney At Law
Charlotte

Mark J. Hale Jr.
Baddour Parker Hine & Hale
Goldsboro

Jeffery J. Morris  
Parker Poe
Charlotte

Helayne Levy Payne  
Elder Law & Life Care Planning Center
Shallotte

Lora M. Howard  
Lora M Howard
Greensboro

Mary Robinson Hervig  
Roberts & Stevens
Asheville

Bradley Wooldridge  
Longleaf Law Partners
Raleigh

Adam Gates Kerr  
Kerr Law
Greensboro

Kara O. Gansmann  
Cranfill Sumner
Wilmington

Galina “Allie” Petrova  
Petrova Law
Greensboro

H .Denton Worrell  
Worrell Sides
Raleigh

Adrienne R. Cherry  
Leitner Bragg & Griffin
Monroe

Nicole A. Corley  
Murray & Corley
Fayetteville

Samantha J. Hovaniec
Brooks Pierce
Raleigh

Joseph D. Shealy  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Paula Alyse Kohut  
Kohut Adams & Randall
Wilmington

Warren P. Kean  
Shumaker Loop & Kendrick
Charlotte

Beth Wood
Alexander Ricks
Charlotte

Ansley Chapman Cella  
Smith Anderson
Raleigh

Daniel Brinson Finch  
Pinna Johnston & Burwell
Raleigh

Jill Lynn Peters Kaess  
Lee Kaess
Wilmington

Bradley T. Van Hoy  
Moore & Van Allen
Charlotte

Joshua D. Bryant  
Smith Anderson
Raleigh

Michael Murray  
Murray Moyer
Raleigh

Tanya Nicole Oesterreich  
Oesterreich Law
Concord

Adam Brook Snyder  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Stephen Aaron Brown  
Young Moore and Henderson
Raleigh

Abigail Elizabeth Peoples  
Law Firm of Abigail E Peoples
Greensboro

Thomas A. Cooper  
Austin Cooper Legal
Charlotte

Margaret Troy Kocaj  
Kocaj Consulting
Charlotte

Jonathan M. Parisi  
Spangler Estate Planning
Greensboro

Sarah Warren  
Trinity Partners
Charlotte

YOUNG GUNS

ZECHARIAH ETHERIDGE
Etheridge Law
Chapel Hill
Alexander Nibert  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

J. Nate Pierce  
Johnston Allison & Hord
Charlotte

Max E. Isaacson  
Longleaf Law Partners
Raleigh

Lauren Trask Millovitsch
Creamer Millovitsch
Davidson

Jasmine Michelle Pitt  
Baker Donelson
Winston-Salem

Joseph Robert Shealy  
Katten Muchin Rosenman
Charlotte
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ZECHARIAH ETHERIDGE

HOMETOWN: Morven (Anson County)

UNDERGRAD: UNC Greensboro

LAW SCHOOL: Elon University School of Law, 2021

PRACTICED LAW: 3 years

FAMILY: Wife, Kendall, dog, Clover, cats Lavender and Willow

FAVORITE NC PRODUCT: Hole Doughnuts in Asheville has set the bar 
so high. They are made to order and you can’t go wrong with any of them.

FIRST JOB: Bagging trash, cleaning bathrooms, working the pool and 
checking families in for sporting events at Little Park in Wadesboro at 
age 15 taught me how important community spaces are to the people 
that live in that community, to work independently and be a team member. 
Plus, spending time goofi ng off with my older brother.

GO-TO STRESS RELIEVER: Weightlifting 

MOST MEMORABLE CASE: I drafted a petition for clemency for a woman 
incarcerated, seeking early release due to the circumstances of her conviction, pro 
bono. She was 17 at the time of the offense and under immense pressure. I am still 
holding out hope for her. 

WHY DID YOU BECOME A LAWYER: I enjoy making complicated concepts easy to 
understand. Many bad situations (insolvency, criminal and civil violations) are more 
or less avoidable with the right knowledge and guidance. 

FAVORITE NC HANGOUT: Battleground Park, Greensboro 

BEST ADVICE: Attitude determines altitude. My late grandfather, Theodore Carr II.

YOUR BEST ADVICE: Take risks to become someone you are proud of and live a life 
you enjoy. Tomorrow isn’t promised, and a life of regrets is worse than 1,000 failures. 
Have a reasonable backup plan that you can be comfortable with if plan A does not 
fully pan out. 

BEST WORK HABIT: After losing valuable physical notes, I started taking electronic 
notes for meetings with opposing counsel or clients. Chapel Hill lawyer Jim White 
shared this tip with me, and I’m very grateful for it.

2026 WORK-LIFE CHANGE: More speaking engagements for small business 
owners on contracts and loan documents, so they do not have to come see me for 
a bankruptcy consultation later.

BIGGEST RISK: I narrowly failed my fi rst attempt at the bar exam. I had a job offer at 
my fi rst law fi rm and moved to Raleigh, even though I didn’t know whether I would 
pass on my second attempt. I restarted my life, while fully aware I could lose the law 
fi rm job. It all worked out and I thank my wife for the courage to make that move. 

YOUR FAVORITE MUSICAL ACT AT 18: The Lion King 
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Disclaimers: DataJoe uses best practices and 
exercises great care in assembling content for 
this list. DataJoe does not warrant that the data 
contained within the list are complete or accurate. 
DataJoe does not assume, and hereby disclaims, 
any liability to any person for any loss or damage 
caused by errors or omissions herein whether 
such errors or omissions result from negligence, 
accident, or any other cause. All rights reserved. 
No commercial use of the information in this list 
may be made without written permission from 
DataJoe. For research/methodology questions, 
contact the research team at surveys@datajoe.com.

Preetha Suresh Rini  
Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson 
Raleigh

S. Collins Saint  
Brooks Pierce 
Greensboro

Trent S. Allard  
Johnston Allison & Hord 
Charlotte

Olivia Smith  
Wallace & Graham
Salisbury

Chris N. Bobby  
Manning Fulton & Skinner 
Raleigh

Amanda S. Hawkins   
Brooks Pierce 
Raleigh

Diane B. Burks  
Katten Muchin Rosenman 
Charlotte

Jack R. Magee  
Wyrick Robbins
Raleigh

Daniel Wallace  
Wallace & Graham 
Salisbury

Tyler Peacock  
Lord & Lindley 
Charlotte

Worth Mills 
Longleaf Law Partners 
Raleigh

Ashley Barton Chandler  
Fox Rothschild 
Greensboro

Alexa Marie Voss  
Godley Glazer & Funk 
Cornelius

Vanden G. Nibert  
McGuireWoods 
Charlotte

Ashley B. Oldfield  
Rayburn Cooper & Durham 
Charlotte

Alaina Taylor Prevatte  
Rech Law 
Charlotte

Rhett N. Butler  
Shumaker Loop & Kendrick 
Charlotte

Caleb M. Rash  
Murchison Taylor & Gibson 
Wilmington

Andrew Parks Carter  
Maynard Nexsen 
Greensboro

Alexis Gadzinski  
Marcellino & Tyson 
Charlotte

Jacob D. Farrell  
DLA Piper
Greensboro

Phoebe E. Bulls  
McGuire Wood & Bissette 
Asheville

Phillip A. Vargo II
Davis & Davis 
Salisbury

Thomas G. Gardner  
Johnston Allison & Hord 
Charlotte

Agustin Martinez 
Brooks Pierce  
Greensboro

Erin K. T. Berry  
Ragsdale Liggett 
Raleigh

Casey Fidler  
Tharrington Smith 
Raleigh

Lawrence D. Graham Jr.
Manning Fulton & Skinner 
Durham

Alison Elizabeth Smith 
Edwards Beightol 
Raleigh

Kara Marie Murphy
Brunk Smith Anderson 
Raleigh

Jeremy D. Locklear  
Parker Poe 
Raleigh

Austin Dutch Entwistle III
Hartsell & Williams Attorneys 
Concord

Preston W. Rollero  
Hedrick Gardner Kincheloe & 
Garofalo  Raleigh

Jaylyn N. Powell  
Johnston Allison & Hord 
Charlotte

Santiago Arroba  
Osborn Injury Lawyers 
Raleigh

Jackson Connelly Pridgen  
Johnston Allison & Hord 
Charlotte

Abbie N. Hornberger  
Roberts & Stevens 
Asheville

Mary Kate Gladstone  
Wyrick Robbins 
Raleigh 

Elliot J. Boerman  
Manning Fulton & Skinner 
Raleigh

Carter B. Cole  
Howard Stallings Law 
Raleigh

Suzannah K. Davidson  
Mcangus Goudelock & Courie 
Wilmington

Dylan M. Willis  
Venture Law 
Raleigh

Kyle Adam Pierce  
Moore Law Group 
Graham

Chanon M. Smith  
Ragsdale Liggett 
Raleigh

Lindsey Umin  
David Self Family Law and Mediation 
Cornelius

Cameron S. Williams  
SKUFCA Law 
Charlotte

Brody O’Neal  
Block Crouch Keeter Behm & Sayed 
Wilmington

Jessie Boylan  
Block Crouch Keeter Behm & Sayed 
Wilmington

Grace G. Gean  
Wake Family Law Group 
Raleigh

William S. Graebe  
Morningstar Law Group 
Raleigh

Kristen Marie Kirby  
McGuireWoods 
Raleigh

Julia Kirby Stage  
Essex Richards 
Charlotte

Sophia V. Blair  
Wyrick Robbins 
Raleigh

Melissa Li Hua
McKinney Blanco Tackabery & 
Matamoros  
Winston-Salem

Brooke E. Webber  
Howard Stallings 
Raleigh

Marianna Baggett
McMurry Howard Stallings  
Raleigh

Joseph Walton Milam III
Rosenwood Rose & Litwak 
Charlotte

Matthew P. Muntean  
Manning Fulton & Skinner 
Raleigh
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Sabrina Winters
Sabrina Winters, 
Attorney at Law, PLLC
6406 Carmel Road
Suite 301
Charlotte, NC 28226

704-843-1446   |   SabrinaWintersLaw.com

Sabrina Winters, Esq. has delivered over two decades of 
compassionate estate planning and probate guidance 
to Charlotte families. Motivated by her own experience 
with loss, she offers a warm, client-centered approach 
that simplifies difficult decisions. As a respected attorney, 
speaker, and educator, she empowers families to plan 
confidently and protect their most important assets.

Lindsey A. Easterling

Easterling Law PLLC
2514 Plantation Center Drive
Matthews, NC 28105

980-272-1365  |  Lindsey@easterlingfamilylaw.com

The law is always the foundation in her cases, but 
this is the LOWEST standard of conduct. Families 
do better with resolutions that fit their specific 
needs. Processes like Collaborative Law help 
families transition from the title of Husband and 
Wife while remaining Mom and Dad forever.

����

PROFILES

Stanton P. Geller
Culp Elliott & Carpenter, PLLC
6801 Carnegie Blvd
Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28211

704-973-5321  |  SPG@ceclaw.com

Stanton P. Geller is Co-Chair of the Audit and Tax 
Controversy practice group and practices in the areas of 
federal and state income, estate, and gift tax planning; 
corporate, partnership and business law; succession 
planning; estate planning; federal and state tax audit, 
appeal, and controversy; and commercial real estate 
transactions. Stanton focuses on minimizing taxes, 
preserving wealth, and managing risk for his clients.

Julie Bradlow
DarrowEverett LLP
1515 Mockingbird Lane
Suite 7120
Charlotte, NC 28209

704-672-0605  |  jbradlow@darroweverett.com

Julie M. Bradlow is the Chair of DarrowEverett’s Tax Practice Group, and a Practice 
Leader for its Government Investigations Practice Group. Her background 
encompasses federal, state, and international tax planning, tax controversy, 
employee benefits, executive compensation, corporate law, and regulatory matters. 
Together with an understanding of such broad-based subject matter, Julie brings 
practical experience to solving complex problems for her clients. Prior to joining 
the DarrowEverett team, Julie served as in-house tax counsel at Fortune 500 
aerospace and transportation companies, as well as at two Am Law 200 law firms 
and a boutique law firm, where she advised on a wide variety of federal, state, and 
international tax and employee benefits matters. While at the University of Chicago 
Law School, Julie was an Associate Editor for the University of Chicago Law Review. 

Allie Petrova, LLM
Petrova Law PLLC
806 Green Valley Road 
Suite 200
Greensboro, NC 27408

336-310-1210  |  petrova@petrovalaw.com

Allie Petrova concentrates her practice in complex tax planning 
for businesses. She guides clients on business purchases and 
sales, transitions of healthcare practices, and intergenerational 
business transfers. Allie also represents business owners before 
the Internal Revenue Service and in the U.S. Tax Court. Ms. Petrova 
holds J.D. and LL.M. in Taxation degrees from the Georgetown 
University Law Center and an LL.M. from The Sorbonne. Allie is a 
Past Chair of the Tax Section of the North Carolina Bar Association.
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Kate Kliebert
Kliebert Law, PLLC 
1300 Baxter Street
Suite 253 
Charlotte, NC 28204 

704-940-5581  |  info@kliebertlaw.com  |  kliebertlaw.com

Kate Kliebert serves as the go-to fractional general counsel for small and 
medium-sized growing businesses across North Carolina. With a strong 
record of advising companies in the tech sector, she provides practical, 
business-minded legal guidance that helps leaders navigate growth, 
manage risk, and respond strategically when challenges arise. Kate’s 
clients rely on her ability to understand their operations, their risk tolerance, 
and the realities of day-to-day decision making. She offers direct, steady 
counsel when business questions surface without warning, helping teams 
think clearly, plan their next steps, and keep momentum moving forward.

Lonnie M. Player, Jr.
Player McLean, LLP
1019 Hay Street, 
Fayetteville, NC 28305

910-426-5291   |   lonnie@playermclean.com

Lonnie Player practices in the areas of civil and business 
litigation and commercial transactions. He has his B.A. from 
Duke University, his M.A. from The University of Texas at Austin 
and his J.D. from The University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. Lonnie is a past president of the Cumberland County Bar 
Association, and has served as North Carolina State Bar Councilor 
for the Fourteenth Judicial District and as a member of the 
North Carolina Judicial Standards Commission. Mr. Player also 
currently sits on the local Advisory Board of First Citizens Bank.

Lucy Inman
Bryson Harris Suciu DeMay
900 West Morgan Street
Raleigh, NC 27603

919-412-0629   |   linman@brysonpllc.com  |   brysonpllc.com

Lucy is a former North Carolina 
appellate and trial judge who 
represents clients in state and federal 
appellate courts. She also serves as 
an arbitrator of commercial disputes.

Matt Joyner
Bishop, Dulaney, Joyner & 
Abner, P.A.
4521 Sharon Road, Suite 250
Charlotte, NC  28211

704-945-9850   |   mjoyner@bdjalaw.com

Matt Joyner helps business owners with their corporate and transactional legal 
needs, including   asset purchases and sales, mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, 
franchises, “business divorces,” non-competition agreements, LLC operating 
agreements, corporate shareholder agreements  employment agreements and 
negotiating and drafting contracts for businesses.  A Phi Beta Kappa graduate 
of Dartmouth College and a former Editor of the University of Pennsylvania Law 
Review, Matt also shares real world, practical business experience with his clients 
from his time as General Counsel and Vice President of Administration of an 
international chemical manufacturing company.  He is a former judicial clerk on the 
US Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, past Chair of the NC Bar Association’s 
Corporate Counsel Section and currently serves as President of the Mecklenburg 
Historical Society.  Matt welcomes referrals of conflicts from other firms.

Kathryn E. Yates
Easterling Law PLLC
2514 Plantation Center Drive
Matthews, NC 28105

980-272-1365  |  Kathryn@easterlingfamilylaw.com

Kathryn’s passion for law stems from her desire to 
help individuals and families on a personal level. 
Her natural ability to build strong relationships with 
clients, attorneys, and other professionals enables her 
to find solutions and effectively reduce conflict for 
clients in or outside of court or as a Family Mediator.

Jennifer D. Scott
J. D. Scott Law, PLLC
Po Box 1547 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-236-9263   |   jenscott@gmail.com

Jennifer has vast experience representing clients at all 
stages of development from entity selection, contract 
negotiation, due diligence, complex financing and 
land use planning to permitting and advocacy with 
agencies and municipalities. Recognized as a dual Real 
Property Law Specialist by the NC State Bar together 
with being educated at UNC and The Stonier School of 
Banking at the Wharton School, she is a credentialed 
and experienced advocate for her clients statewide. 
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Jeffrey J. Schwartz
Schwartz Law Firm, P.C.
6100 Fairview Road
Suite 1135
Charlotte, NC 28210

704-552-1889   |   schwartz-iplaw.com

Jeffrey J. Schwartz is the founder and owner of Schwartz Law Firm, P.C. 
based in Charlotte, North Carolina with clients throughout the United 
States and internationally.  Jeff is a registered patent attorney with more 
than 30 years of experience in the field of intellectual property law.  His 
patent services involve a broad range of technologies including computer 
software, wireless communications, medical devices and processes, 
military products and equipment, mechanical devices, textiles and textile 
machinery, sports equipment, and more.  Jeff has also been certified 
by the North Carolina State Bar as a specialist in Trademark Law.

Holly Simpson
Simpson Law Firm
17250 Lancaster Hwy
Suite 601
Charlotte, NC 28277

980-999-2820   |   simpsonestatelaw.com

With over a decade of experience in estate planning and 

estate administration, Holly Simpson founded Simpson 

Law Firm to deliver elevated, client-centered legal services. 

She leads the firm with a focus on integrity, excellence, and 

the consistent delivery of well-crafted estate plans that 

support North Carolina families through every stage of life.  

Lawrence J. “Larry” 
Shaheen, Jr.
The McIntosh Law Firm, P.C.
209 Delburg Street, Suite 203
Davidson, NC 28036

704-892-1699   |   Larry@McIntoshLawFirm.com

Lawrence J. “Larry” Shaheen, Jr. is an attorney with The 
McIntosh Law Firm. His practice focuses on commercial 
real estate development, property valuation appeals, 
corporate law, as well as government & corporate affairs. 
His experience makes him a tremendous resource and 
advocate for commercial real estate clients. Larry attended 
the University of Carolina at Chapel Hill and received his 
JD from the University of South Carolina School of Law.

Tamela T. Wallace
Law Office of 
Tamela T. Wallace, P.A.
301 S. McDowell Street
Suite 406
Charlotte, NC 28204

704-371-4212   |   tamelatwallace.com

She has been licensed and practicing in the state of North Carolina 
since 1994. She obtained her North Carolina bar license immediately 
after graduating from North Carolina Central University School of 
Law. While at North Carolina Central University, she received several 
American Jurisprudence awards for academic excellence. In 1999 
she established The Law Office of Tamela T. Wallace, P.A.
Attorney Wallace believes relationships with her professional peers are 
important as well. Therefore, she is a member of the following legal 
organizations: NC Bar Association, American Bar Association, North 
Carolina Black Lawyers Association, John S. Leary Bar, the Mecklenburg 
County Bar Association and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.

Roberta King Latham

King Latham Law, PLLC
301 N. Main Street
Suite 2605
Winston-Salem, NC 27101

336-419-1151   |   kinglatham.com

Your employment law and litigation referrals are in good hands with 
Roberta and King Latham Law, PLLC. Roberta is a Martindale-Hubbell 
AV rated attorney who has been recognized consistently for her work 
in employment law and litigation for both defendants and plaintiffs, 
including recognition in US News and World Report Best Lawyers in 
America and North Carolina Business Magazine Super Lawyers. Her law 
firm, King Latham Law, PLLC was selected by Chamber and Partners in 
2025 for a Spotlight in Commercial Litigation. In addition to professional 
recognitions, Roberta has served in numerous leadership positions, 
including with the North Carolina Bar Association and Susan G. Komen.

Chrissy Clarke-Peckham

The Law Office of 
Chrissy Clarke-Peckham
101 N. McDowell St.
Suite 126
Charlotte, NC 28204

980-292-4480  |  chrissyclarkepeckhamlaw@gmail.com

Chrissy Clarke-Peckham, a University of Maryland 
and Washington & Lee Law alumna, has served North 
Carolina since 1999. A former Council for Children’s 
Rights juvenile defender, she remains committed to 
indigent defense.  Chrissy currently represents clients 
in high level criminal cases (both North Carolina 
and federal) and juvenile delinquency matters.  
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HALL OF FAME

ANTITRUST AND COMPLEX 
BUSINESS DISPUTES
Matthew W. Sawchak, Ellis & Winters, 
Cary (2002, 2003); Rodrick J. Enns, Enns 
& Archer, Winston-Salem (2004); Larry 
B. Sitton, Smith Moore, Greensboro 
(2005); Everett J. Bowman, Robinson, 
Bradshaw & Hinson, Charlotte (2006); 
Douglas Wayne Kenyon, Hunton 
& Williams, Raleigh (2007); Mark 
W. Merritt, Robinson, Bradshaw & 
Hinson, Charlotte (2008); Mark J. 
Horoschak, Womble Carlyle Sandridge 
& Rice, Charlotte (2009); Jennifer K. 
Van Zant, Brooks, Pierce, McLendon, 
Humphrey & Leonard, Greensboro 
(2010); Catharine B. Arrowood, Parker 
Poe Adams & Bernstein, Raleigh 
(2011); Jonathan Heyl, Smith Moore 
Leatherwood, Charlotte (2012); Noel L. 
Allen, Pinnix & Nichols, Raleigh (2013); 
John F. Graybeal, Parker Poe Adams & 
Bernstein, Raleigh (2014); Press Millen, 
Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, 
Raleigh (2015); W. Andrew “Andy” 
Copenhaver, Womble Carlyle Sandridge 
& Rice, Winston-Salem (2016); Stephen 
Feldman, Ellis & Winters, Raleigh 
(2017); Brad Evans, Ward and Smith, 
Greenville (2018); Henry “Hal” L. 
Kitchin Jr., McGuireWoods, Wilmington 
(2019); Brian Hayles, Bradley Arant 
Boult Cummings, Charlotte (2020); 
Alan Duncan, Turning Point Litigation, 
Greensboro (2021); Dhamian Blue, 
Blue, Raleigh (2022); Denise M. Gunter, 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, 
Winston-Salem (2023); John A. Price, 
Calhoun, Bhella & Sechrest, Durham 
(2024); Cassandra J. Creekman, Wyrick 
Robbins Yates & Ponton, Raleigh 
(2025); Robert J. King III, Brooks Pierce, 
Greensboro (2026)

APPELLATE 
Matthew Nis Leerberg, Smith Moore 
Leatherwood, Raleigh (2018); Toby 
Hampson, Wyrick Robbins / NC Court 
of Appeals, Raleigh (2019); Drew 
Erteschik, Poyner Spruill, Raleigh (2020); 
Beth Brooks Scherer, Fox Rothschild, 
Raleigh (2021); Michelle
D. Connell, Fox Rothschild, Raleigh 
(2022); Angela Farag Craddock, Young 
Moore and Henderson, Raleigh (2023); 
Troy D. Shelton, Fox Rothschild, Raleigh 
(2024); Matthew W. Sawchak, Robinson 
Bradshaw & Hinson, Raleigh (2025); 
Preston O. Odom III, Gardner Skelton, 
Charlotte (2026)

BANKRUPTCY 
J. Michael Booe, Kennedy Covington, 
Charlotte (2002, 2003); Gregory B. 
Crampton, Nicholls & Crampton, 
Raleigh (2004); Richard M. Hutson 
II, Hutson Hughes & Powell, Durham 
(2005); C. Richard Rayburn Jr., Rayburn 
Cooper & Durham, Charlotte (2006); 
Terri L. Gardner, Nelson Mullins Riley 
& Scarborough, Raleigh (2007); John 
A. Northen, Northen Blue, Chapel Hill, 
(2008); Holmes P. Harden, Williams 
Mullen, Raleigh (2009); Christine Myatt, 
Nexsen Pruet, Greensboro (2010); 
Gerald A. “Jeb” Jeutter Jr., Gerald A. 
“Jeb” Jeutter Jr. Attorney at Law, Raleigh 
(2011); Kenneth M. Greene, Carruthers 
& Roth, Greensboro (2012); Trawick 
H. “Buzzy” Stubbs Jr., Stubbs & Perdue, 
New Bern (2013); Benjamin Kahn, 
Nexsen Pruet, Greensboro (2014); 
James S. “Charlie” Livermon, Poyner 
Spruill, Rocky Mount (2015); Richard 
S. Wright, Moon Wright and Houston, 
Charlotte (2016); Heather W. Culp, 
Essex Richards, Charlotte (2017); 
William P. Janvier, Janvier Law Firm, 
Raleigh (2018); Richard D. Sparkman, 
Richard D. Sparkman & Associates, 
Angier (2019); George Sanderson, �e 
Sanderson Law Firm, Raleigh (2020); 
John “Woody” C. Woodman, Essex 
Richards, Charlotte (2021); Rebecca 
Finch Redwine, Hendren Redwine & 
Malone, Raleigh; (2022); Matt Tomsic, 
Rayburn Cooper & Durham, Charlotte 
(2023); Je�rey E. Oleynik, Brooks Pierce, 
Greensboro (2024); Jason L. Hendren, 
Hendren Redwine & Malone, Raleigh 
(2025); Lance Paul Martin, Ward and 
Smith, Asheville (2026)

BUSINESS 
Russell M. Robinson II, Robinson, 
Bradshaw & Hinson, Charlotte (2002, 
2003); Doris R. Bray, Schell Bray, 
Greensboro (2004); J. Nor�eet Pruden 
III, Kennedy Covington, Charlotte 
(2005); William M. Flynn, Hunton & 
Williams, Raleigh (2006); Robin
L. Hinson, Robinson, Bradshaw & 
Hinson, Charlotte (2007); Peter C. 
Buck, Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, 
Charlotte (2008); Gerald F. Roach, 
Smith, Anderson, Blount, Dorsett, 
Mitchell & Jernigan, Raleigh (2009); 
Mark Davidson, Brooks, Pierce, 
McLendon, Humphrey & Leonard, 
Greensboro (2010); Stephen M. 
Lynch, Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, 
Charlotte (2011); Amalie L. Tu�n, 
Whitmeyer Tu�n, Raleigh (2012); 
Grayson S. Hale, Morningstar Law 
Group, Morrisville (2013); David D. 
Beatty, Myers Bigel Sibley & Sajovec, 
Raleigh (2014); Charles S. Baldwin IV, 
Brooks, Pierce, McLendon, Humphrey 
& Leonard, Wilmington (2015); James 
R. Forrest, Forrest Firm, Durham 
(2016); Gregory S. Connor, �e 
Connor Law Firm, Raleigh (2017); 
John Babcock, Waldrep Wall Babcock 
& Bailey, Winston-Salem (2018); M. 
Keith Kapp, Williams Mullen, Raleigh 
(2019); Matthew Marcellino, Marcellino 
& Tyson, Charlotte (2020); George 
Stephen Diab, Murchison, Taylor & 

Gibson, Wilmington (2021); Daniel 
Stephen Trimmer, Skufca Law, Charlotte 
(2022); John M. Cross Jr., Brooks Pierce, 
Greensboro (2023); Heather Culp, Essex, 
Richards, Charlotte (2024); Milton 
Heath Gilbert Jr., Baucom, Claytor, 
Benton, Morgan & Wood, Charlotte 
(2025); Brian J. McMillan, Brooks Pierce, 
Greensboro (2026)

CONSTRUCTION 
James A. Roberts III, Lewis & Roberts, 
Raleigh (2004); Je�rey J. Davis, Moore 
& Van Allen, Charlotte (2005); John L. 
Shaw, Poyner Spruill, Raleigh (2006); 
Dudley Humphrey, Kilpatrick Stockton, 
Winston-Salem (2007); James S. Schenck 
IV, Conner Gwyn Schenck, Raleigh 
(2008); Michael Wilson, Johnston 
Allison Hord, Charlotte (2009); 
John B. “Jack” Taylor, Nexsen Pruet, 
Charlotte (2010); Peter J. Marino, Smith, 
Anderson, Blount, Dorsett, Mitchell 
& Jernigan, Raleigh (2011); William 
H. Gammon, Nelson Mullins Riley & 
Scarborough, Raleigh (2012); Richard 
D. Conner, Conner Gwyn Schenck, 
Greensboro (2013); Joseph H. Nanney 
Jr., Meynardie & Nanney, Raleigh, 
(2014); Bob Meynardie, Meynardie 
& Nanney, Raleigh (2015); Harper 
Heckman, Nexsen Pruet, Greensboro 
(2016); Nan E. Hannah, Hannah 
Sheridan Loughridge & Cochran, 
Raleigh (2017); James Johnson, Smith 
Terry & Johnson, Asheville (2018); Tracy 
James, Hamilton Stephens Steele & 
Martin, Charlotte (2019); Jason James, 
Bell, Davis & Pitt, Charlotte (2020); 
Bentford “Ben” Martin, Hamilton 
Stephens Steele & Martin, Charlotte 
(2021); Erik Rosenwood, Rosenwood, 
Rose & Litwak, Charlotte (2022); Arty 
Bolick II, Brooks Pierce, Raleigh (2023); 
Greg C. Ahlum, Johnston Allison Hord, 
Charlotte (2024); Neale T. Johnson, Fox 
Rothschild, Greensboro (2025); Carl 
Je�ress Burchette, Rosenwood, Rose & 
Litwak, Charlotte (2026) 

CORPORATE COUNSEL 
James E. Creekman, First Citizens 
Bank & Trust Co., Raleigh (2003); 
Douglas R. Edwards, Wachovia, 
Charlotte (2005); Stephen K. Coss, 
Sonic Automotive, Charlotte (2006); 
Keith Smith, Carolinas HealthCare 
System, Charlotte (2007); John Taggart, 
Genworth Financial, Raleigh (2008); B. 
Judd Hartman, Pharmaceutical Product 
Development, Wilmington (2009); 
Gaither M. Keener, Lowe’s, Mooresville 
(2010); Meredith B. Stone, NACCO 
Materials Handling Group, Greenville 
(2011); Lisa D. Inman, Waste Industries 
USA, Raleigh (2012) Robert Wicker, 
General Parts International, Raleigh 
(2013); Michael A. Springs, Bank of 
America, Charlotte (2014); Santiago 
Estrada, Quintiles Transnational 
Holdings, Durham (2015); Je�rey 
M. Davis, Lincoln Financial Group, 
Greensboro (2016); Gerald L. Walden Jr., 
�e Fresh Market, Greensboro (2017); 
Andrew Spainhour, Replacements Ltd., 
Greensboro (2018); Chris Matton, 
Bandwidth, Raleigh (2019); Jennifer 

Venable, Capitol Broadcasting, Raleigh 
(2020); Greg Murphy, Nucor, Charlotte 
(2024); Christopher F. Buchholtz, RTI 
International, Research Triangle Park 
(2025); Janet �oren, NC Real Estate 
Commission, Raleigh (2026)

CORPORATE LAW 
Russell M. Robinson II, Robinson, 
Bradshaw & Hinson, Charlotte (2002); 
David L. Ward Jr., Ward and Smith, 
New Bern (2004); John M. Cross Jr., 
Brooks Pierce, Greensboro (2021); 
Jonathan Jenkins, Jenkins Haynes, 
Greensboro (2022); Rob Rust IV, Moore 
& Van Allen, Charlotte (2023); John 
David Love, Michael Best & Friedrich, 
Raleigh (2024); Anne E. Croteau, 
McGuireWoods, Raleigh (2025); Marc 
Bishop, Brooks Pierce, Greensboro (2026)

CRIMINAL 
Wade M. Smith, �arrington Smith, 
Raleigh (2004); James F. Wyatt III, 
Wyatt & Blake, Charlotte (2005); 
David Freedman, White and Crumpler, 
Winston-Salem (2006); Joseph B. 
Cheshire V, Cheshire, Parker, Schneider, 
Bryan & Vitale, Raleigh (2007); James
P. Cooney III, Womble Carlyle Sandridge 
& Rice, Charlotte (2008); Stephen 
T. Smith, McMillan, Smith & Plyler, 
Raleigh (2009); T. Patrick Matus II, 
Essex Richards, Charlotte (2010); 
David S. Rudolf, Rudolf, Widenhouse 
& Fialko, Charlotte (2011); Locke T. 
Cli�ord, Cli�ord Clendenin & O’Hale, 
Greensboro (2012); Peter C. Anderson, 
Beveridge & Diamond, Charlotte (2013); 
Michael J. Greene, Goodman, Carr, 
Laughrun, Levine & Greene, Charlotte 
(2014); Robert K. Corbett III, Law 
O�ces of Harold Cogdell Jr., Charlotte 
(2015); Ryan T. Smith, RTS Law Group, 
Charlotte (2016); George V. Laughrun 
II, Goodman, Carr, Laughrun, Levine & 
Greene, Charlotte (2017); Les Robinson, 
Robinson Law Firm, Greenville (2018); 
Wes J. Camden, Ward and Smith, Raleigh 
(2019); Kearns Davis, Brooks Pierce, 
Greensboro (2020); Cristopher L. Oring, 
Oring Law, Wilmington (2021); Elliot 
Abrams, Cheshire Parker Schneider, 
Raleigh (2022); Rob Heroy, Goodman 
Carr Laughrun Levine & Greene, 
Charlotte (2023); Caitlin Poe, Williams 
Mullen, Raleigh (2024); Russell D. Babb, 
�arrington Smith, Raleigh (2025); Joe 
Zeszotarski, Gammon & Zeszotarski, 
Raleigh (2026) 

EMPLOYMENT 
Philip M. Van Hoy, Van Hoy, Reutlinger, 
Adams & Dunn, Charlotte (2002); 
George J. Oliver, Smith Moore, Raleigh 
(2003); Penni Pearson Bradshaw, 
Constangy, Brooks & Smith, Winston-
Salem (2004); Jonathan R. Harkavy, 
Patterson Harkavy, Greensboro (2005); 
Patricia L. Holland, Jackson Lewis, 
Cary (2006); Louis L. Lesesne Jr., Essex 
Richards, Charlotte (2007); Robert M. 
Elliot, Elliot Pishko Morgan, Winston-
Salem (2008); Sarah J. Kromer, Sara 
J. Kromer, Charlotte (2009); Susan 
Brown Grady, SPX, Charlotte (2010); 
Lisa Grafstein, Disability Rights North 

����
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Fav�ite �ingsNC
Carolina, Raleigh (2011); N. Renee 
Hughes, Essex Richards, Charlotte 
(2012); W. Randall Lo�is Jr., Constangy, 
Brooks & Smith, Winston-Salem 
(2013); Amie F. Carmack, Morningstar 
Law Group, Morrisville (2014); Nicole 
Gardner, Gardner Skelton, Charlotte 
(2015); Mike Okun, Patterson Harkavy, 
Chapel Hill (2016); Bryan L. Tyson, 
Marcellino & Tyson, Charlotte (2017); 
Susie Gibbons, Poyner Spruill, Raleigh 
(2018); Denise Smith Cline, Law O�ces 
of Denise Smith Cline, Raleigh (2019); 
Kyle R. Still, Wyrick Robbins, Raleigh 
(2020); David C. Lindsay, K&L Gates, 
Charlotte (2021); Meredith Je�ries, 
Alexander Ricks, Charlotte (2022); 
Patti W. Ramseur, Ramseur Maultsby, 
Greensboro (2023); Alex Maultsby, 
Ramseur Maultsby, Greensboro (2024); 
William Augustus Oden III, Ward 
and Smith, Wilmington (2025); Marc 
Gustafson, Bell, Davis & Pitt, Charlotte 
(2026)

ENVIRONMENTAL 
Charles D. Case, Hunton & Williams, 
Raleigh (2002; 2003); H. Glenn Dunn, 
Poyner Spruill, Raleigh (2004); George 
W. House, Brooks Pierce, Greensboro 
(2005); William D. Dannelly, Hunton 
& Williams, Raleigh (2006); Benne 
C. Hutson, Helms Mulliss & Wicker, 
Charlotte (2007); Amos C. Dawson 
III, Williams Mullen, Raleigh (2008); 
Richard C. Gaskins Jr., Catawba 
Riverkeeper Foundation, Charlotte 
(2009); Stephen W. Earp, Smith Moore 
Leatherwood, Greensboro (2010); 
Ramona Cunningham O’Bryant, Smith 
Moore Leatherwood, Greensboro 
(2011); William Clarke, Roberts & 
Stevens, Asheville (2012); Grady L. 
Shields, Wyrick Robbins, Raleigh 
(2013); Craig A. Bromby, Hunton & 
Williams, Raleigh (2014); Garry S. 
Rice, Duke Energy, Charlotte (2015); 
Sean M. Sullivan, Troutman Sanders, 
Raleigh (2016); Carol Jones Van Buren, 
Van Buren Law, Charlotte (2017); Steve 
Berlin, Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton, 
Winston-Salem (2018); Keith Johnson, 
Poyner Spruill, Raleigh (2019); Amy 
Wang, Ward and Smith, New Bern 
(2020); Susan H. Cooper, Womble 
Bond Dickinson, Charlotte (2021); 
Mary Katherine Stukes, Moore & Van 
Allen, Charlotte (2022); Amy Rickers, 
Johnston Allison Hord, Charlotte 
(2023); Natalie D. Potter, Essex 
Richards, Charlotte (2024); F. Bryan 
Brice Jr., Law O�ces Of F. Bryan Brice 
Jr., Raleigh (2025); Billy Clarke, Roberts 
& Stevens, Asheville (2026)

FAMILY
John H. Parker, Cheshire, Parker, 
Schneider, Bryan & Vitale, Raleigh 
(2007); Carlyn Poole (retired), 
�arrington Smith, Raleigh (2008); 
Richard D. Stephens, Dozier, Miller, 
Pollard & Murphy, Charlotte (2009); 
Lana S. Warlick, Law O�ce of Lana S. 
Warlick, Jacksonville (2010); Michael 
F. Schilawski, Wake Family Law Group, 
Raleigh (2011); D. Caldwell Barefoot 
Jr., Barefoot Family Law, Raleigh (2012); 

Stan Brown, Hamilton Stephens Steele 
+ Martin, Charlotte (2013); Lori M. 
Vitale, Vitale Family Law, Raleigh 
(2014); Kimberly Bryan, Cheshire Parker 
Schneider & Bryan, Raleigh (2015); Rob 
Blair, Essex Richards, Charlotte (2016); 
A� S. Johnson-Parris, Ward Black Law, 
Greensboro (2017); Chris Eatmon, 
Eatmon Law Firm, Wake Forest (2018); 
Kristin M. Hampson, Hampson Family 
Law, Raleigh (2019); Mariana Godwin, 
Barefoot Family Law, Raleigh (2020); 
Cary Close, Close Smith Family Law, 
Raleigh (2021); Richard Gantt, Gantt 
Family Law, Raleigh (2022); Ketan P. 
Soni, Soni Brendle, Charlotte (2023); 
Heidi C. Bloom, Wyrick Robbins, 
Raleigh (2024); Janet Haney Amburgey, 
GHMA Law, Asheville (2025); �eresa 
E. Viera, Modern Legal, Charlotte 
(2026) 

IMMIGRATION
Laura Edgerton, Edgerton Immigration 
Law, Raleigh (2018); Gerard M. 
“Gerry” Chapman, Chapman Law Firm, 
Greensboro (2019); Murali Bashyam, 
Bashyam Shah, Raleigh (2020); Gigi 
Gardner, Gardner Gordon, Charlotte, 
Raleigh (2021); Devon Senges, Dummit 
Fradin Attorneys at Law, Greensboro 
(2022); Benjamin A. Snyder, Chiesa 
Shahinian & Giantomasi, Charlotte 
(2023); Laura Deddish Burton, Fox 
Rothschild, Greensboro; Ana So�a 
Nunez, Fay Gra�on Nunez, Raleigh 
(2025); Helen Parsonage, Elliot Morgan 
Parsonage, Winston-Salem (2026)

INTELLECTUAL
Mitchell S. Bigel, Myers Bigel Sibley & 
Sajovec, Raleigh (2002; 2003); Kenneth 
D. Sibley, Myers Bigel Sibley & Sajovec, 
Raleigh (2004); Wesley �addeus 
Adams III, Adams Evans, Charlotte 
(2005); J. Scott Evans, Yahoo!, Charlotte 
(2006); Philip Summa, Summa, Allan 
& Additon, Charlotte (2007); Susan 
Freya Olive, Olive & Olive, Durham 
(2008); David M. Carter, Carter & 
Schnedler, Asheville (2009); David M. 
Krasnow, Smith Moore Leatherwood, 
Raleigh (2010); William J. Mason, 
MacCord Mason, Wilmington (2011); 
E. Eric Mills, Ward and Smith, New 
Bern (2012); Anthony Biller, Coats & 
Bennett, Cary (2013); Larry L. Coats, 
Coats & Bennett, Cary (2014); Sarah 
E. Nagae, Triangle Trademarks, Raleigh 
(2015); Maury M. Tepper III, Tepper 
& Eyster, Raleigh (2016); John C. 
Nipp, Additon, Higgins & Pendleton, 
Charlotte (2017); Matthew Ladenheim, 
Trego, Hines & Ladenheim, Charlotte 
(2018); Julie H. Richardson, Myers 
Bigel, Raleigh (2019); Russ Racine, 
Cran�ll Sumner, Charlotte (2020); 
Rick McDermott, McDermott IP Law, 
Charlotte (2021); Rebecca Crandall, 
McGuire Wood & Bissette, Asheville 
(2022); Kimberly Bullock Gatling, Fox 
Rothschild, Greensboro (2023); John R. 
Owen, Coats & Bennett, Cary (2024); 
David W. Sar, Brooks Pierce, Greensboro 
(2025); Shawna Cannon Lemon, Stanek 
Lemon, Charlotte (2026)

LITIGATION
James T. Williams Jr., Brooks Pierce, 
Greensboro (2002; 2003); Clarence W. 
Walker, Kennedy Covington Lobdell 
& Hickman, Charlotte (2004); Gary 
S. Parsons, Brooks Pierce, Raleigh 
(2005); William K. Davis, Bell, Davis 
& Pitt, Winston- Salem (2006); Dan J. 
McLamb, Yates, McLamb & Weyher, 
Raleigh (2007); Robert D. Walker, 
Walker, Allen, Grice, Ammons & Foy, 
Goldsboro (2008); J. Donald Cowan 
Jr., Ellis & Winters, Greensboro 
(2009); G. Gray Wilson, Wilson, 
Helms and Cartledge, Winston-Salem 
(2010); James H. Kelly Jr., Kilpatrick 
Townsend & Stockton, Winston-Salem 
(2011); Daniel L. Brawley, Williams 
Mullen, Wilmington (2012); Lee M. 
Whitman, Wyrick Robbins, Raleigh 
(2013); Michael J. Byrne, Byrne Law, 
Raleigh (2014); Jonathan D. Sasser, 
Ellis & Winters, Raleigh (2015); Jean 
Sutton Martin, Law O�ce of Jean 
Sutton Martin, Wilmington (2016); 
Greg Merritt, Harris, Creech, Ward 
& Blackerby, New Bern (2017); Ward 
Davis, Bell, Davis & Pitt, Charlotte 
(2018); Elizabeth Scott, Williams 
Mullen, Raleigh (2019); Clay A. 
Campbell, Marcellino & Tyson, 
Charlotte (2020); Kristen L. Beightol, 
Edwards Kirby, Raleigh (2021); Fred 
W. DeVore III, DeVore, Acton & 
Sta�ord, Charlotte (2022); Ross Fulton, 
Rayburn Cooper & Durham, Charlotte 
(2023); W. Scott Jones, Searson, Jones, 
Gottschalk & Cash, Asheville (2024); 
J. Scott Flowers, Hutchens Law Firm, 
Fayetteville (2025); Clint Morse, Brooks 
Pierce, Greensboro (2026)

REAL ESTATE 
Alfred Adams, Womble Carlyle 
Sandridge & Rice, Winston-Salem 
(2004); Barry D. Mann, Manning, 
Fulton & Skinner, Raleigh (2005); Brent 
A. Torstrick, Robinson, Bradshaw & 
Hinson, Charlotte (2006); Samuel T. 
Oliver Jr., Manning, Fulton & Skinner, 
Raleigh (2007); Charles Gordon Brown, 
Brown & Bunch, Chapel Hill (2008); 
C. Steven Mason, Smith, Anderson, 
Blount, Dorsett, Mitchell & Jernigan, 
Raleigh (2009); Timothy G. Sellers, 
Sellers, Hinshaw, Ayers, Dortch & Lyons, 
Charlotte (2010); Frank M. Bell Jr., Bell, 
Davis & Pitt, Winston-Salem (2011); 
George W. Sistrunk III, Hamilton 
Stephens Steele & Martin Charlotte 
(2012); Robert Charles Lawson, 
Williams Mullen, Raleigh (2013); 
Michael G. Winters, Ellis & Winters, 
Raleigh (2014); Holly H. Alderman, 
Schell Bray, Chapel Hill (2015); Brian 
W. Byrd, Smith Moore Leatherwood, 
Greensboro (2016); Anna P. McLamb, 
Wyrick Robbins, Raleigh (2017); Beth 
Voltz, Weatherspoon & Voltz, Raleigh 
(2018); Annika M. Brock, �e Brock 
Law Firm, Asheville (2019); Allen York, 
Smith Anderson, Raleigh (2020); Diana 
R. Palecek, Fox Rothschild, Charlotte 
(2021); Philip Hackley, Wyrick Robbins, 
Raleigh (2022); Joanne Badr, Ward 
and Smith, Asheville (2023); Julian 
Robb, Blanco, Tackabery & Matamoros, 

Winston-Salem (2024); Marc L. 
Isaacson, Isaacson Sheridan, Greensboro 
(2025); S. Leigh Rodenbough IV, Brooks 
Pierce, Mclendon Humphry & Leonard, 
Greensboro (2026)

TAX & ESTATE PLANNING 
Robert C. Vaughn Jr., Vaughn Perkinson 
Ehlinger Moxley & Stogner, Winston-
Salem (2002; 2003); W. Curtis Elliott 
Jr., Culp Elliott & Carpenter, Charlotte 
(2004); Ray S. Farris, Johnston Allison 
Hord, Charlotte (2005); Elizabeth L. 
Quick, Womble Carlyle Sandridge & 
Rice, Winston-Salem (2006); James W. 
Narron, Narron, O’Hale & Whittington, 
Smith�eld (2007); E. William Kratt, 
Herring Mills & Kratt, Raleigh (2008); 
Christy Eve Reid (died May 8, 2014), 
Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, 
Charlotte (2009); Michael H. Godwin, 
Schell Bray Aycock Abel & Livingston, 
Greensboro (2010); Maria M. Lynch, 
Lynch & Eatman LLP, Raleigh (2011); 
Graham D. Holding Jr., Robinson, 
Bradshaw & Hinson, Charlotte (2012); 
Andrew H. Veach, Edwards Craver 
Veach, Winston- Salem (2013); Robert 
H. Haggard, Van Winkle Lam, Asheville 
(2014); Michael A. Colombo, Colombo, 
Kitchin, Dunn, Ball & Porter, Greenville 
(2015); Jason Walls, �e Walls Law Firm, 
Apex (2016); Debra L. Foster, Foster 
Royal, Charlotte (2017); Elizabeth “Liz” 
K. Arias, Womble Bond Dickinson, 
Raleigh (2018); Jean Gordon Carter,
McGuireWoods, Raleigh (2019); Rudy 
Ogburn, Young Moore and Henderson, 
Raleigh (2020); Jessica Mering Hardin, 
Robinson Bradshaw, Charlotte (2021); 
Brooks Ja�a, Cranford, Buckley
Schultze, Tomchin, Allen & Buie, 
Charlotte (2022); Michael Cory Howes, 
Strauss Attorney, Raleigh (2023); Amy 
H. Kincaid, Schell Bray, Greensboro 
(2024); Heidi Elizabeth Royal, Heidi 
Royal Law, Charlotte (2025); Sara 
Vizithum, Brooks Pierce, Greensboro 
(2026)

YOUNG GUNS 
J. Christian Stevenson, Kirk Palmer 
& �igpe, Charlotte (2012); George 
Mason Oliver, Oliver Friesen Cheek, 
New Bern (2013); Michael F. Easley Jr., 
McGuireWoods, Raleigh (2014); Alvaro 
R. De La Calle, Calle Law, Greensboro 
(2015); Aaron Lay, Hamilton Stephens 
Steele + Martin, Charlotte (2016); Elie 
Foy, Wyrick Robbins, Raleigh (2017); 
Matthew T. Marcellino, Marcellino 
& Tyson, Charlotte (2018); Nancy S. 
Litwak, Rosenwood, Rose & Litwak, 
Charlotte (2019); Antonia A. “Toni” 
Peck, Nelson Mullin, Raleigh (2020); 
Holden B. Clark, Holden B. Clark, 
Attorney at Law, Gastonia (2021); Carl 
Burchette, Rosenwood, Rose
& Litwak, Charlotte (2022); Keith 
Boyette, Director of State Government 
Relations, North Carolina Healthcare 
Association, Raleigh (2023); Katarina 
“Katie” Wong, Brooks Pierce, Raleigh 
(2024); Carlie Anne Smith, Manning 
Fulton, Raleigh (2025); Zechariah 
Etheridge, Etheridge Law, Chapel Hill 
(2026)
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